=== THE SOUTHERN 


ESBYTERI 


A Presbyterian semi-monthly magazine devoted to the 
statement, defense and propagation of the 
Gospel, the faith which was once for 
all delivered unto the saints. 


Born A King — No Room In 
Peace And Purity — 


43, 


Bitered as second-class matter May 15, 1942, at the Posto ffice at Weaverville, N. C., under the Act of March 1, 1879.” 


EDITORIAL 


The Inn — “Between The Living And The Dead” 
Good Men May Be Wrong — What Is 


Tolerance? — Pie In The Sky — The Division In Protestantism 


OBADIAH - JONAH - MICAH 
By Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


(December 21-28) 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


(December 21-28) 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


WOMAN'S WORK 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


CHURCH NEWS 


BOOK REVIEWS | 


assar mee 


ererary TeESTBOTOSUL aut 


DECEMBER 1, 1947 Yearly Subscription $1.50 


1- 
> 
w 
‘ime 
nde- 
Ga, 
ge’s 
ight i 
an 
Acts | 
e it 
rion 
lern 
of 
hor 
his 
>a 
ess, 
real 
rch § 
ing [glume VI — Number 15 ee 
rch 
of 
ect 
the | 
ms 
cts, 
on, § 
cts 
np- 
rly 
ap- | 
not 
red 
yn; 
yur 
lay 
10r 
ns, 
nd 
ASS 
| 
yer 
1y- 
ey 
ri 
rer 
ell 
gh 
ur. 
ler 
he 
of 
ad. 
er 
‘or 
nt 
of 
| 


Page 2 | THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL | ___Dec. 1, 1947 


The Journal has no official connection with the 


Rev. W. G. Foster 
Rev. D. S. Gage, D.D. 


Rev. Charlton Hutton 


Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D., Editor — Weaverville, N. C. 
Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Associate Editor — Asheville, N. C. 
CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 
Rev. C. T. Caldwell, D.D. Rev. Samuel McP. Glasgew, D.D. Rev. J. Kenton Parker 
Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D. Rev. Robert F. Gribble, D.D. Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 
| Rev. Edward Mack, D.D. Rev. Wm. Childs Robinson, D.D. 


| PUBLISHED BY THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN: JOURNAL COMPANY INC. 
| 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Rev. Samuel McP. Glasgow, D.D. Mr. Harvey G. Davis | | Dr. L. Nelson Bell, Sec’y-Treas. 
Mr. W. Gettys Guille Rev. Henry B. Dendy, D.D. | Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D. 
Mr. S. Donald Fortson Rev. T. A. Painter, D.D. — mie Mr. H. D. Vance 
Rev. R. E. Hough, D.D. Mr. Kenneth S. Keyes 


| 
| Mr. Chas. C. Dickinson, Chairman Rev. R. Wilbur Cousar, D.D. Mr. T. S. McPheeters 


Presbyterian Church in the United States 


Rev. Cary N. Weisiger III 


Mr. W. R. Willauer _ 


EDITORIAL 


Born A King 
Born King ... Matthew 2:2 


Art Thou a King then? ... Jesus answer- 
ed ... To this end was I born. John 18:37. 


Nothing can silence the silver bells of Christmas 
if men discern in their tones the clear-cut King- 
ship and Lordship of Jesus. Where Christ comes, 
joy breaks all bounds and will be heard, The inn- 
keeper, Herod and his soldiers, yea, the haughty 
Roman Empire, cannot silence their lyric gladness; 
for all who fight against God inevitably fail. 


If Jesus comes at all He must come as a King. 
With the prophet’s penetrating gaze Isaiah cries: 


For unto us a child is born, a Son is given: 
and the government shall be upon His shoul- 
der: and His name shall be called Wonderful 
Counsellor, the Mighty God, the everlasting 
Father, the Prince of Peace. Of the increase 
of His government and peace there shall be no 
end, upon the throne of David, and upon his 
kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with 
judgment and with justice from henceforth 
even forever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts 
will perform this. Is, 9:6,7. 


If men are dependent upon us and our lives for 
their knowledge of the Kingship of Jesus—what 
would their verdict be? Does our constancy in rev- 
erend obedience confirm His Divine Royalty? Two 
men on an ocean liner were in close and earnest 
converse. One, a Britisher, said to the other, an 
American: “Do you know what America needs?”’ 
“No, what?” replied the American. “‘America needs 
an emperor.” “An emperor?” questioned the 
amazed American. “Yes, an emperor,” was the’ 
reply, “and that Emperor is Jesus Christ!” 


. . - the Lamb shall overcome them: for He is 
Lord of lords and King of kings: and they that 
are with Him are called and chosen and faith- 
ful ... there were great voices in heaven, say- 
ing, The kingdoms of this world are become 
the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; 
and He shall reign for ever and ever. Rev. 
17:14 and 11:15. —S. McPh. G. 


No Room In The Inn 


We always have room for the one we love. If 
the inn-keeper had known who was seeking ad- 
mittance; if he had realized that the mother of his 
Lord was at the door, if he had known all we 
know today, perhaps he would have made room in 
the crowded house. But God’s ways are always 
better than our ways and His thoughts than our 
thoughts, and we have the whole beautiful story of 
the manger in Bethlehem, because the inn was full, 


But there remains for us the lesson of the 
over-crowded inn, and its application to our 
crowded and busy lives today. There are other 
places besides inns where the Lord of Glory may 
be shut out. 3 


Oftentimes He is crowded ‘out of our great 
Conferences on National and International] affairs: 
In fact, we are afraid that this is the rule, and not 
the exception. Is it any wonder that the Scripture 
describes God as “laughing’’ at the folly of such 
gatherings? How can men be.so foolish? How can 
they discuss and try to solve the problems of the 
Nations, and keep the Ruler of all nations on the 
outside? 


Then, He is not admitted to most of our social 
life: the One Who sanctified and blessed the 
marriage feast at Cana of Galilee, Who loved the 
masses of people as no one else ever loved them, 
Who even ate and drank with Publicans and 
sinners. Why do we imagine that we can be happier 
without Him, than with Him? Why do we let sin 
and Satan make most of our social life a shame 


and disgrace, a scene of jealousy, bitterness and 


tragedy? Do we not know that true joy is only 
found where He is the Invited and Honored Guest: 


Why try to have a home without Christ? He made 
Home a Holy Place when He came as a Babe t0 
Bethlehem. He blessed every home into which He 
was allowed to enter while on earth. One of His 


last thoughts was for His home and His mother. 


He is busy getting our heavenly home ready for us. 
The Savior will make your home a glorious place, 
if you will but let Him in. 


Is the Church forgetting her Head? Are we 8? 
crowded with the many “things” we have in ou! 
churches today, that He is still standing at the — 
as He portrays Himself in His letter to the chure 
at Laodicea? We have room in our churches 10! 
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‘splendid equipment, for eloquent preachers, rox 


beautiful music. Would He feel at home in our 


church, if He were to visit us in body? Remember , 


He should be there all the time, in spirit. 


Our hearts are anxious and troubled: our hearts 
and lives are full. Are we, like Martha, leaving out 
the “one thing needful?” Is Christ not only in, 


but on the throne? | 
Would this not be a Glorious Christmas, if He 


were made the Leader in the United Nations As- 
sembly, in the United States Congress, in the Social 
life of our people, in our Hearts and Homes? 
Perhaps we can do little, except pray, about some 
of these matters, but we can let Him into our 


Hearts and Homes. Will you not do that today? 
—J.K.P. 


Will you not do that now? 


“Between The Living 
The Dead” 


A patient, suffering from an acute massive 
hemorrhage, was recently rushed to a hospital. The 
surgeon had been notified of the emergency and 
the operating room was ready, the patient: being 
transferred directly from the ambulance to the 
operating table. 


Life was almost gone, the face with pallid 
greenish tinge spoke of death. There was no pulse 
but the heart was still beating. The source of the 
hemorrhage was readily located and the necessary 
steps were taken to immediately stop bleeding. 


But, blood and plasma were needed and were 
administered immediately and a few hours later 
one could talk with a person who so recently had 
been but one step from eternity. ake BS 


The whole proceedure in this ‘ease was one of the. 


utmost speed designed to save life, using the only 
things which could save that life. 


Science has made possible the: equipment and 
the means necessary for many emergencies which 
may confront the human body, but, the emergency 
of the soul must be met by the One alone Who 
came into this world for just that purpose. — 


The writing of this editorial was prompted, not 
by the experience related above but by an expres- 
sion we heard a minister, a guest in our home, use 
when leading morning devotions. In his prayer he 
asked the Lord to never let him forget that as a 
minister of the Gospel he stood between the 


living and the dead. ? 
Here we find God’s highest calling; not to relieve 


- @ malady which may recur again; not to heal a 


body which must eventually die, but to stand as 
a witness of the Living Christ to those who are 
spiritually dead. 
_It is a strange commentary on human wisdom 
that men will applaud the efforts of a physician 
or surgeon who acts with speed to avert tragic 
consequences from accident or disease, but who 
at the same time will criticize the minister as being 
Sentimental” or “emotional” if he pleads with the 
spiritually dead to turn from their sins to the 
Savior of the lost. . 


Is this not one of the reasons why the faithful 
Preaching of the Gospel can never be popular with 


the world. Men do not like to be told that they are " 


sinners. They do not want to hear that they are 
dead. They resent being told that they are lost. 
But, that is a part of preaching and a very neces- 
sary part. 


Some years ago a man was preaching to a large 
audience in India. He mentioned the weight of sin. 
A young man arose and asked, “How much does 
sin weigh? A pound? A ton?” The reply of the 
speaker came right to the point. “Does a dead man 
feel a weight when you place it on his body? Just 
so, a man who is spiritually dead does not feel the 
weight of sin. But, when God’s Spirit stirs in his 
heart he becomes conscious of his sin and of his 
need for one to save him from that sin and its 
consequenses.”’ 


Yes, the minister does stand between the living 
and the dead. May he never forget it and may we 
always uphold his hands in prayer as he preaches 
the unsearchable riches of God’s love in Christ. 
Day: by day he faces the emergencies of lost souls, 
souls he can point from death to life. ——L.N.B. 


Peace And Purity 


When we — preachers and elders — were 
ordained, we took a very solemn vow that we would 
study the peace and purity of the church. Many of 
us, as barefooted boys have had the painful ex- 
perience of a thorn stuck in a foot. There was no 
peace as long as the thorn remained, and oftentimes 
there was infection, inflammation and danger. The 
-_ remedy was to remove the thorn and sterilize 
the sore. 


The Federal Council has long been a thorn in 
the side of our church, a source of irritation and of 
poison. Both the peace and purity of our church, 
and of the whole Protestant Church, are threatened 
by the Council. 


Its claim of speaking for a united Protestant 
Church is a false claim. It does not speak for a 
good-sized minority even in the churches which 
participate. There are many in the Northern Pres- 
byterian Church who vigorously oppose it, and 
would withdraw if they could. There are certainly 
many of us in the Southern Church who feel the 
same way. 


Then, some of the largest and most evangelical 
churches are not in the Council, such as the 
Southern Baptist, and the Missouri Synod of the 
Lutherans. Another large body of Lutherans is 
only in it in an advisory capacity, with no vote. 
Besides these large bodies of Protestants, there are 
many of the old, smaller bodies who are outside, 
and a host of new denominations and independent 
churches. We are inclined to look askance at these, 
but who doubts that they have been raised up of 
God to do a work which we have neglected, and 
to put us to shame by their zeal and old-fashioned 
preaching of the Gospel. No one can deny that they 
are growing much more rapidly than the older 


churches, and are reaching the masses of the com- 


mon people with the Gospel of Salvation. 


We grant that the Council speaks for the Lib- 
eral and Modernist wings of the Church, but we 
cannot agree that it speaks for the Conservative 
and Evangelical wing, except in a very small way. 
Not only is this true, but the Council has used, 
and is using its influence to try to stop some of 
our soundest and best radio preachers, claiming 
that they alone should speak for the Protestant 
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Church. We cannot help but resent this Pharisaic 
pose. 


Now, may we see some further reasons why the 
Council has been a source of constant irritation. 


In its attitude towards Business it has taken 
sides in many cases where we feel it had no right 
to speak for the Church. We in this country have 
always believed in Free Enterprise, a Capitalistic 
and Competitive System. While there have been 
grave abuses in our Business, under it our country 
has become the most prosperous country in the 


world, with the highest standard of living, and the 
greatest freedom for the laboring man. His condi- 


tion is far better than in lands where the Socialist 
or Communist holds sway. The Church has a Mes- 
sage for both laborer and capitalist as they sit to- 
gether in our churches and work together in peace 
and harmony. 


In its pronouncements concerning the Race 
Question the Council has done far more harm than 
ood, We in the South have this problem in an 
acute form, and we have been trying to solve it in 
a wise and Christian way. We do not feel that the 
way suggested, and insisted upon, by the Federal 


Council is the best or the most Christian way. To 
be constantly told that all socia] and religious bar- 


riers must be torn down is offensive to the clearest 
thinking leaders of both races. We love and respect 


‘the negroes, many of whom are splendid Christians, 


but we wish to pursue the policy which will in the 
long run be best for them, for us, and for our 
country. 


In its political utterances and activities the 
Council is at variance with one of the most funda- 
mental laws of our land, and particularly, of our 
Southern Presbyterian Church—the complete sep- 
aration of Church and State. We do not believe in 
having a “Lobby” at Washington to influence legis- 
lation, especially when our wisest leaders disagree 


‘ as to the legislation. The Church’s business is to 


make Christian Statesmen, and let them make our 
may “humbly petition,” but must not inter- 
meddle. 


But its most irritating and harmful influence is 
its teaching and preaching a counterfeit Gospel. 
Here we see the baneful affect of Unitarianism— 
the curse of our modern Church. It is the boast of 
the Unitarian Church that while it is a_ small 
Church in numbers, its doctrines are gradually per- 
meating—like the leaven of the Sadducees—all the 
other Churches. This is a fact, as much as we hate 
to admit it. Now, many of the leaders of the Fed- 
eral Council speak as Unitarians speak: the hands 
may appear to be the hands of the Evangelical 
Church, but the voice is the voice of Unitarianism. 
When these men question, and even ridicule, doc- 
trines like the.Inspiration of the Bible, the Virgin 
Birth, the Blood Atonement, and the Resurrection 
of the Body, we tremble for the future of the Pro- 
testant Church, if they really represent us. We do 
not feel, however, that they represent the great 
body of real believers. These, and like doctrines, 
are not small, inconsequential matters; they stand 
at the foundation of our faith. | 


We talk a great deal about the Federal Council 
being our only check to the Roman Catholic Church. 
Instead of being a check, it gives that Church its 
keenest weapon. It points to this rank unbelief on 
the part of the spokesmen of our Church, and as- 
serts that the Protestant Church is an Apostate 
Church, and they are right, if we beliewe (or dis- 


believe), as some of these men do, according to 


their own sermons and books. It stresses the 
certainties of the Roman Catholic Church, in eop. 
trast to the uncertainties of the men who often 
speak for the Council, We dare say that the Cath. 
olic Church fears the Denominations who are not 
in the Council, more than the ones who are in it. 


Let us remember that it is just as great a sin to 
“take away” from the Gospel, as to “add to” it. 
The Unitarian has taken away all that is vital, 
while the Roman Catholic Church has added 4]] 
sorts of man-made traditions, and idolatry, Which 
is worse? 


Some might say: Why not purify the thorn? We 
never thought of that as boys, with a thorn in a 
foot; we wanted it removed, and the sooner, the 
better. But with great patience, we have tried to 
purify this thorn. We, as a Church, through our 
General Assembly, and in other ways, have sent in 
pr strong protests, but all our protests have 

een in vain; the thorn is as irritating and as dapn- 
gerous as ever, and seems to be disturbing the 
peace and purity of our Church to an even greater 


degree. 


Let us pull out the thorn and settle down to our 
work of saving the souls of the lost men and wo- 
men around us, and the building up of the King- 
dom of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. > 


Good Men May Be 
Wrong 


Our Church is at present called upon to make 
many decisions that will affect both its existence 
and witness for years to come. Unfortunately some 
of our people are prone to make these decisions 
on the basis of personalities instead of the total 
facts involved, This is a typich] statement, “This 
cause must be worthy because a number of good 
men favor 


As a matter of fact, in controversial issues good 
men are frequently on both sides. This is true in 
politics, economics and esslesiastical affairs. This 
kind of an argument appeals to the superficial 
thinker. Logicians have reminded us of the danger 
of the ad hominem argument, This is an ancient 


device that has been used many times to dodge 


relevant facts in an issue. The ad hominem argu- 
ment does not prove anything conclusive in regard 
to the merits of a case, because history teaches 
that good men have been wrong many times 8 
may be wrong again. Because a man has an 
excellent character and possesses qualities of leader- 
ship it does not follow that his head is immunized 
against the espousal of errors and even dangerous 
errors. Many good men have accepted things 
ee Church history is a warning to us at this 
point. 


The Pharisees were good men. They were the 
best people of their day, They were church leaders. 
They were men of conspicous ability. So far 4 
the record goes, Christ never accused them of 
intellectual stupidity. But when the question, 


“Who is Jesus?” was before them they gave the 


wrong answer even though they were good an 
able men. They were lacking in spiritual discern- 
ment and failed to see that in Christ dwelt all the 
fullness of the Godhead bodily. They failed to ¢ 
in the one Person of Christ His two natures, They 
were good men, but mistaken men. One 0 - 
chief tragedies of our planet was that these 0 


Page 4 THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL Dec. 1, 1947 
a 
m 
W 
| M 
0 
| th 
th 
to 
ary 
al 
Im 
rex 
rex 
fo) 


1,1947_ 


and educated men were unable to come to the 
knowledge of the Truth. 


The Presbyter Arius, was a good man. He had a 
large influence. He even persuaded bishops that th 
metaphysic of his Christology was correct. So far 
as we know no one ever sought to disparage either 
the character or the ability of Arius. Although the 
young deacon Athenasius vigorously opposed him 
he did not attack him on the basis of a deficiency 
in goodness. or ability. When Arius faced the 
question, ‘Who is Jesus?”’ he too, like the Phar- 
isees, gave the wrong answer. 


Pelagius was a good man. He was a British monk 
that lived a life of self-denial in Rome. He was 
enthusiastic in trying to stimulate the people of his 
day to work out their salvation with fear and 
trembling. When St. Augustine wrote his ‘“‘Confes- 
sions” there arose a conflict between Pelagius and 
St, Augustine. As a matter of fact, Pelagius had 
lived a far more blameless life than Augustine. 
But when the Church analyzed the issue instead of 
the personalities involved, Pelagianism was con- 
demned and Augustinianism approved. Augustine 
recognized the good intentions of Pelagius but he 
also pointed out that he was wrong, in spite of 
his good intentions. 


Friedrick Ernst Schleiermacher was a good man. 
He came from a fine Christian family. He was the 
first born son of an army chaplain. He held to the 
Reformed Faith. His father was a man of earnest 


evangelical piety and his mother was a godly > 


woman who was interested in the spiritual pros- 
perity of her children. She spent much time in 
trying to train little “Fritz” in the Christian 
religion. Dr. Charles Hodge who differed so radic- 
ally with Schleiermacher acknowledged that he was 
a plous man, but a mistaken man. He was just 
another example that good men may be wrong. 


A few years ago our Church was stirred by an 
attack upon evangelical missions entitled ‘“Re- 
Thinking Missions.” This attack was written by 
two Eastern professors of philosophy and described 
as “A Layman’s Inquiry.” It attempted to under- 
mine the Christian missionary enterprise by char- 
acterizing our missionaries as men of small stature 
and vision. But the recent war has revealed the 
true stature and stamina of these missionaries 
while the empirical idealism of .“Re-Thinking 
Mission” has been thrown upon the rubbish heap 
of time. The men who wrote this report were 
morally good men. They were considered ecclesi- 
astical leaders. They were esteemed as men of ex- 
ceptional ability. Their only service to us today is 
that they are monumental witnesses to the fact 
that good men may be wrong. 


It will be the part of wisdom for our Church 
today to remember how perilous is the ad hominem 
argument in deciding important issues. We must 
also remember that God has fought His battles with 
inconspicuous as well as prominent men. We should 
recall that Stein in his book on Niemuller has 
recorded the fact that when the Nazis came to 
— .the prominent leaders of the Church in 

érman compromised with them and God had to 
iaise up other men that the voice .of.-the Good. 

epherd might be heard in the land of Luther. 


While keeping our attitudes free from ugliness 
and our hearts from bitterness let us not forget 
mg Since good men may be wrong we should pray 
or the guidance of the Holy Spirit in all of our. 
decisions rather than the approval or disapproval 
of fallible human beings. | 
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_ecclesiastically responsible for these ministers; for 


What Is Tolerance? 


No person likes to be spoken of as intolerant. 
To be liberal, broad and tolerant is regarded as a 
virtue, and it may be. 


Like so many things today, we use terms and 
assume attitudes and positions without considering 
the underlying implications of these things. 


In the field of Christianity a man used to be 
regarded as tolerant who believed one mode of 
baptism to be scriptural but who was willing to 
agree that the mode itself was not the important 
consideration but rather the significance of the 
ordinance. 


So too, tolerance obtained between those who 
differed as to liturgical forms, eschatology, sancti- 
fication, predestination or Arminianism versus 
Calvanism. To be tolerant in these matters was, 
we believe, wise and Christian. 


But, Protestantism has now come to the place 
where tolerance is no longer a matter of liberality 
towards those who interpret the meaning of the 
Bible in different lights. Tolerance today is liber- 
ality towards those who deny the very foundation 
doctrines of Christianity itself. : 


No more startling proof of this tragic situation 
is to be found than in the recent survey of the 
beliefs (or lack of them) of fifty Congregational 
ministers in the Chicago area. As reported in 
“Time,” two did not believe that Christ had ever 
lived on the earth. Twelve of the fifty regarded 
our Savior’s death on the cross only as a “noble 
example.” Eight denied the doctrine of original 
sin while thirty decided that there is a “tendency 
towards evil in human beings.” Seven denied the 
resurrection and only eight of the fifty regarded 
the Bible as authoritative in matters of faith, 
rather than merely a guide. 


What we see here is not tolerance; it is a 
complicity in unbelief on the part of those who are 


tolerance of error is in fact a guilty sharing in 
that error itself. 


Our Christian faith is not a compilation of 
human wisdom and belief, it is a divine revelation 
of God im His Book and in His Son. The authority 
of our faith is not in the interpretations of fallible 
man but in the clear statements of God Himself, 
as He speaks to us. “Holy men of God spake as 
they were moved of the Holy Ghost’’ and let the 
man beware who would deny that which they spake! 


When we know that, “All scripture is given by 
inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, 
for reproof, for correction, for instruction in right- 
eousness: that the man of God may be perfect, 
thoroughly furnished unto all good works,” can 
there be greater presumption than to sit in judge- 
ment on the Book, rather than to bow our heads 
in humility as it judges our own sinful hearts? 


_A loving and tolerant spirit can be one which 
God can use and bless, but a tolerance which 
acquiesces in. denial of the faith is an entirely 


different matter. 


Protestantism: bewails her ineffectiveness in this 
hour and seeks the remedy in ecumenicity and 
great organizations, Protestants look with alarm 
at the inroads of Catholicism and would rise up in 
unity against its assumptions of authority and 
power. 
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It is high time that Protestantism stop her 
superficial reasoning and go down to the hearts of 
the matter. A Church is strong when it stands on 
the rock of the Son of God, crucified and dead for 
our sins, raised again for our justification and as- 
cended into the heavens—the Lord and Creator of 
the ee and the Savior of all who accept Him 
as such. 


In like manner, a Church is helpless in the face 
of the problems of the world, all of which have 
their origin in the hearts of sinful men, when it 
belittles or denies the one and only solution, a 
solution found solely in the historic doctrines of 
Christianity, doctrines which magnify the person 
and the redeeming work of Christ. 


Medical societies are wholly intolerant against 
those in the profession who would attempt surgical 


proceedures or methods of treatment for which 


they are not qualified. Where the soul’s salvation 
of the sinner is at stake can ecclesiastical groups 
be less tolerant? 


Tolerance may be love. Again intolerance may 
be true love. Before we assume either attitude let 
us weigh what is involved and take our stand as 
the Word and the Spirit dictate. N.B. 


Pie In The Sky | 


This phrase is often used to point the Marxian 
criticism of religion. Karl Marx charged religion 
with being the opiate of the workers. He said we 
taught them to await for a blessed award in the 


hereafter and to be content with their lot, so that 


they would not seek to improve it. Instead he 
advocates the revolution of the proletariat. Now 
this position of Marx is obviouslv a caricature. The 
Christian faith has its social teachings and implica- 
tions. The basis of society is in the Triune God, 
both the Church, the Kingdom, and the Covenant 
are social concepts. The Christian ethic has proved 
the mightiest lifting force that the race of men ever 
experienced. “In placing the conduct of mankind 


in the gigantic setting of infinity and eternity, and — 


by opening its eyes to this vast spiritual vision, it 
has called out the deepest spiritual energies o 
mankind.”? (Arnold Toynbee). | 


The effort to set Christianity aside in the interest 
of the ethics that such a cultured nation as Ger- 
many envolved has issued in untold suffering, first 
for other nations and now for Germany herself. 


The Christian faith and its ethic have a message 
for this life. As we sat in a shop meeting the other 
day one could see by the faces of the men and 
women those who had and those who had not found 


peace in Jesus Christ, He makes a difference here 


and now. Peace of conscience, assurance of God’s 
love, and joy in the Holy Ghost are present bless- 
ings which generally bring outward benefits in their 
train. And by the way, the workers in this. mill 


were receiving full pay for the hour the mill 


stopped to allow Evangelist Homer Hammontree to 
present to them the Gospel—just as it had given 
them full. pay for the hour they stopped a month 
earlier to have the Gospel presented by Evangelist 


Hyman Appelman. Bringing Gospel preaching into — 
the mill is only one of many ways the owners of. 


the Scottdale Mills are putting Christ above profits, 
the spiritual] above the material, service above self- 
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ANSWER! 
Li “his 

My age Progress” 


These are my spiritual objectives, the prac- 
tice of which will lead me automatically to 
fulfilling my financial objectives of the Pro- 
gram of Progress. 


Evangelism ... a Visitation Evangelism cam- 
paign in my church with a goal of one men- 
ber for each six now on our rolls. | 


Church Attendance ... and Christian Growth: 


a steady effort on my part toward loyalty 
and the growth of fellowship through service, 


Chapels ... To check my community so that 
no area may be overlooked which offers an 
opportunity for Christian Service. 


Stewardship ... The commitment of my own 
life ... my time ... my ability ... my pos- 
sessions for the service of my Lord 
through His Church, 


As a CHURCH we are pledged to this pro- 
gram. The success of the program will de- 
pend upon EACH INDIVIDUAL CHURCH. 


If a (Program of Progress Committee has 
been set up in your church, won’t you go to 
its members, or your pastor, and offer your 
services? If your Program of Progress Com- 
mittee is NOT yet functioning, won’t you 
write us today for suggestions that will help 
you in organizing? 


Your prayers and your efforts are vital to 
this program. This is your Program of Pro- 
gress! 


PRESBYTERIAN 
PROGRAM OF PROGRESS 
Roy LeCraw . Director 


803 Henry Grady Bldg. Atlanta, Georgia 
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tt Bi terest, and to bring their business under the full 


jominion of Christ. It is called to the attention of 
“he trusted, responsible, well-informed leadership 
of the church” that they may be better informed 
js to the kind of industrialists opposing member- 
ship in the Federal Council than they were when 
they wrote Pages 6-11 of The Presbyterian Out- 
lok for September 29, 1947. 


But let us return to our main thought. Marx 
caricatures true religion. But a caricature is at 
last a half truth. Unless there were some basis 
‘0 the statement it would not have received any 
eedence. After all Karl Marx was no fool. The 


Christian faith does not merely teach contentment 
nw and hope of Heaven, hereafter. But it does a Bl. - M244, ) 
tach contentment now and Heaven hereafter. CRN 
And we give the Cision. te Com- 
munism by denying our true teachings. ere is a ‘Ase f 
personal, individual meaning to Christian faith, and vat COMES 
it has promise not only for this life but also for 
the life which is to come. 


In one of his classes, Dr. B. B. Warfield described 
the Christian faith as the religion that can make a 
por bedridden woman happy. After class one of 


th students remarked that the statement was j 
autobiographical. It seems that when they were Instead of one Christmas Gift, how would you 


married the blooded Kentucky horse ran away and like to make a gift that will come every Chris- 
the bride was injured so that she remained an in- 


married life. As mas as long as the recipient lives? 
t. Warfield never went out at night, and after ; 
her death gave his class that description of the You can do just that through one of our An- 


personal side of our faith. nuity Gifts. You can purchase the annuity now, 
The other day my son, Billy, stood at Margratten and present the certificate this Christmas, with 


Cemetery where over ten thousand of his buddies 
of the Ninth Army sleep under the watch care of a statement from us of the exact amount to be 


the Dutch mothers who have adopted the graves of paid the recipient every Christmas as a fresh 
each of the men who died for them. As long as time rab fr 
permitted the visitor traced out the graves of the rememorance om you. 3 


omrades he knew. Thousands sleep there, thousands ; | 
in other fields, and “many in the seas. Thank God Both you and the recipient will have the added 


' lor those ministers who did preach Heaven and satisfaction of sharing in the work of our 

Hell, and thank Him most of all for the blessed i ae th ck tn th 

saviour whose death closed hell and whose Resur- urch, since the amount inves in the an- 
rection opened heaven for everyone of. these nuity will go eventually into Foreign Missions. 


recious lads who trusted in HIM. 
Your inquiry will bring full information about 
ently, a minister held up to disapproval one > 

if our great Southern Presbyterian worthies be- | our Annuity Gift Plan by return mail, in time 
ause he said that he was preaching the Gospel to | for you to utilize it this Christmas should you 
he slaves not to make them discontent with their desire. Write ted hens 

ot, but to prepare them for heaven. When we esire. Tite toaay to- 

eturned from the meeting a former Moderator of 
ur Assembly said that the speaker might just as | 

nell have held the Apostle Paul up for the same 
lsapproval, since Paul also preached to slaves to | 


€ content with their lot and to look to Christ for 
blessed hereafter. | 


CURRY B. HEARN 
Treasurer 


ll Paul preached. But neither is this all Dr. Thorn- 
él pregched. Indeed, Thornwell and his colleagues | 


: harles Coleock Jones, J. B. Adger, J. L. Girardeau, | F oreign Missions 
n relationship between master and slave. 


‘sus Christ in their day and generation than the | 
nue of Thornwell and his colleagues have done in 
ur day and generation. When emantipation ¢ame 
fe were some 14,000 Negro members of our 
uthemn Presbyterian Church, but as the freed- 
ans bureau weaned the Negroes politically fro 
i Southern white people, so the reachers sen 
uth by the Freedmen’s Boards detached them 
us ecclesiastically, 


The United States 


P. O. Box 330 Nashville 1, Tenn. 
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Dr. B. M, (Palmer says that while in Europe in 
1860 Thornwell came to the point where he decided 
to advocate gradual emancipation in order to main- 
tain the Union and prevent secession. 


We would not be understood as implying that 
Thornwell stood on a par with the Great Apostle. 
No doubt he had a position in relation to the slave 
holders that Paul did not have. Perhaps, he should 
have done more than he did do. We are saying 
that we cannot meet Marxianism by denying that 
there is a proper place for the preaching of personal 
religion, and a proper place in personal religion for 
contentment with one’s lot in life, and a blessed 
hereafter in Christ ... and an awful fate outside 
of Christ. This summer I heard Dr. Lloyd Jones of 
London in a heart warming sermon on the text: 
“Our light afflication, which is for the moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory.” This is the message that steadied 
London under the blitz and that is anchoring her 
sorrowing hearts today. We confide in the heavenly 
Father who gave His Son for us. We live by faith 
in the Son of God who is our peace, our comfort, 
our hope of glory. Let us not become so engrossed 
in the social that we forget the personal aspects of 
our faith, so concerned with the temporal that we 
forget the eternal. | —Wnm. C. R. 


The Division In 
Protestantism 


Protestantism is becoming increasingly conscious 


that its basic problem is not that of denomination- | 


alism. It is becoming evident to everyone, and to 
some not without a rude awakening shock, that the 
rea] division in Protestantism is between those who 
accept the Bible as the inspired Word of God and 
those who look upon it as a mere record of human 
religious experience. The former accept the Chris- 
tianity of the New Testament, and the latter seek 
to superimpose their own notions and interpreta- 
tions upon that Christianity, in order to make of it 
something at times almost diametrically opposed to 
it. The former is a God-centered, the latter a man- 
centered, faith. And the tragedy of our times is 
that the control of many of the larger denomina- 
tions, and of the interdenominational councils, is in 
the hands of the latter groups. Of course this did 
not happen overnight, but there were many who 
did not realize what was taking place, hoping 
against hope that unbelief had not advanced as far 
as some said it had, As long ago as 1924 The 
Christian Century, a journal representing modern- 
ism, said in its editorial columns: 


“Christianity according to Fundamentalism is 
one religion. Christianity according to Modernism 
is another religion. Which is the true religion is 
the question that is to be settled in all probability 
by our generation for future generations ... There 
is a clash here as profound and as grim as between 
Christianity and Confucianism, Amiable words can- 
not hide the differerice. “Blest be the tie’ may be 
sung till doomsday but it cannot bind these worlds 
together. The God of the fundamentalist is one 
God; the God.of the modernist-is another. The 
Christ of the fundamentalist is one Christ; the 
Christ of modernism is another. The Bible of 
Fundamentalism is one Bible; the Bible of Modern- 
ism is another. The church, the kingdom, the salva- 
tion, the consummation of all things—these are one 


thing to fundamentalists and another thing to — 


modernists. Which God is the Christian God, which 
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. and men.’ Seven declared that they did not believe 
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Christian Bible, which church, which salvatioy 
which consummation are the Christian church the 
Christian kingdom, the Christian salvation, the 
Christian consummation? The’ future will tel” 
Doubtless Dr. Morrison’s diagnosis is correct, in al 
except this last statement. Neither the vote today, Michri 
nor that of tommorow, will tell which is true ChrisMisio 
tianity. For that matter, that needs not be decided 
It is clear enough to any who are honest enough 
to accept God’s Word at its face value. The Chris. 
tian Christ is surely not one stripped of His deity 
and glory, the Christian God is surely not the mere 
product of man’s imagination, the Christian Bib) 
is surely not one which has been cut into fragments 
at the hands of unbelieving critics, the Christiay 
Church is neither mere organization nor human 
society, the Christian kingdom cannot be reduced 
to a program for a better social order, Christiay 
salvation is not equal to being civilized, and tk 
Christian consummation is more than an earthh 
utopia. The standard to decide what is Christian js 
not to be found in the variant, proud and reliabk 
reason of a secular age, but in the Bible, God’ 
revealed Word, which is our authority. 


The present theological confusion is again pointed 
up by a survey conducted by the Committee on 
Evangelism of the Chicago Congregational Associa 
tion, as reported in The Christian Century of 
October 29. The Committee presented a summan 
of 50 replies to the questionnaire it had circulate 
some months ago asking ministers to indicate their 
positions on major Christian beliefs. We quote 
“Only eight of the fifty ministers held that the 
Bible is authoritative in the matter of faith, the 
others considering it only a guide. Only eight 
believe it necessary for the church to guide then 
in the interpretation of Scripture, while twent 7 
believe that sermons should always have somm [he 
scriptural content. The majority of the 50 ministempctivi 
represented in the survey, says the report, believgm fst 
that “union with God is to be found in prayer, imp’ve | 
faith and good works, without specific divin fice 
initative in bridging the human-divine gulf.’ Algde 


but 16 of the 50 ministers hold that ‘knowledge of*situ 
God is a human attainment.’ Eight deny thay be 
doctrine of original sin, and 30 out of 48 hol of the 
that there is only ‘a tendency toward evil in humaggp4stor 
beings.’ Twenty-five of the ministers whose replete ch 
are summarized in the report indicated their belie! The 


that Jesus is a ‘necessary mediator between (0 


in the resurrection. Twelve held Jesus’ death to ™ 
a ‘noble example,’ and 23 said that it was ‘diving... 
redemption for sinful men.’ Only two of ti 4, 
ministers denied Christ’s coming on earth. Thirty™, 
five declared that the church is indispensable, ang 
13 held it to be ‘helpful.’ ” resby 


If this is the theological confusion in the mini 
try, what must it be among the laity! The Com™ 
mittee mentioned above is baffled to know whi 
kind of evangelistic program to carry on unde 
such conditions. It asks, if it is to hold preachil@Mocal , 
missions, what are those missions to preach, al 
if it is to. organize confirmation classes, in wht 
are the. young people to be confirmed? The Con 
mittee feels that they have uncovered an “appallinfoo, ha 
situation” which is probably not restricted to Mie att; 
one group or denomination. epted 


This theological confusion, attended with rejé 
tion of the historic faith, explains the fundamen 
impotence of large areas of present-day Protesial 
tism. That impotence is not primarily due, as so” 
to denominationalism. In fact, ™ 
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juring an era of emphasis on denominationalism, 
vation Myth its concern for the fundamentals of the faith, 
ht Protestantism grew strong. All appeals for a 
, united Protestantism must be vigorously 
by evangelical Christians, until that unity is based 
yon the Scriptures, upon the full deity of Jesus 
Chris, and upon the foundation stones of the 
istoric Christian faith, The silences and denials of 
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these doctrines by the present-day liberal leadership 
of the Protestant interdenominational Councils, ex- 
plains the spontaneous rise and rapid growth 
throughout the country of new evangelical move- 
ments faithful to the Christian Gospel as revealed 


in the Word of God. 
—The Church Herald. 
November 14, 1947. 
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Every Member In Program 


de then Of Progress 


oe The Program of Progress is an Every Member 
rinistemectivity. Steps to be taken in the organization of 
belie togram of Progress committees in local churches 


lave been worked out by the Program of Progress 
fice in Atlanta, Ga., and these suggestions will be 
nade available in pamphlet form to all churches 


ayer, il 
| divine 
lf.’ Al 


ledge oj*siting copies. The local church committees are 
ny the? be made up, it is suggested, of representatives 
48 holm! the best leadership in the church, including the 
. humapestor, elders, deacons, women’s groups, men of 
> replie he church, young people, and children. | 

oy The first step is consideration by the pastor and 
believe he session of the Program of Progress as it is set 
th to DD 2 the Plan Book which has been sent to all 
divin astors, and others, and this is to be followed by 


melermination to lead the people of the church into 
ull support of the plan. This step already has been 
@ken by many churches and there is considerable 

ithusiasm, even to a keen desire to be “first” in a 
tesbytery, or in a Synod, or, if possible, first in 
he General Assembly to attain goals. : 


Goals” pertain to a larger growth, a wider 
i sion, which reaches to the farthest realm touched 
im the Church; begun by the strengthening of the 
mal church through the spiritual deepening _of 
* ife for each member until each can put into action 
in Wi"@4at personal faith which will enable the believer 


m°° has a financial quota which, it is believed, will 
attained when the Program of Progress is ac- 
pied and its objectives are both understood, and 
‘arned for, by individual Presbyterians, 7 


Every member should feel a personal obligation 
| the local church’s effort in evangelism, in 
urch attendance, in the establishment of chapels, 
td in stewardship. One aim of the Program of 


) do great things for the Master. Each church, - 


PRESSVTERION PROGROM OF PROGRESS 


Progress is to bring the members of each church 
into closer fellowship as they work toward that 
larger fellowship in the General Assembly—a great 
Church working toward great objectives in an age 
when people are coming to full realization that the 
very peace of the world, the fate of nations, the 
final destiny of our own land, all are tied up with 
the strength which Christian forces only can 
muster. | 


‘“‘Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the 
things which I say?” This is the key text, if one 
had been especially chosen for the Program of 
Progress. So much to be done for Christ’s King- 
dom, so many laborers needed. The vision of our 
Church, needed as never before and moving with 
new healing and saving power, is meaningless ex- 
cept as it becomes the personal business of indi- 
vidual members. Working together, pastor and ses- 
sion led, local churches will move out in an ad- 
vance — will reap spiritual reward the world 
around. 


Write to the Program of Progress (803 Henry 
Grady Building, Atlanta 3, Georgia), for “Sugges- 
tions for the Organization of the Presbyterian 
——. of Progress in the Local Presbyterian 

urch. 


A CHRISTMAS GIFT 
SUGGESTION 


Give THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN 
JOURNAL to your friends for Christmas Presents. 
They will have twenty-four reminders of your love 
and thoughtfulness during the year. Gift subscrip- 
tions at $1.50 each or six for $7.50. We will send 
an attractive Christmas Card announcing your gift 
if you so instruct us. . 
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Obadiah - Jonah - Micah 


By Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 


This is the twenty-first in the series of articles in Old Testament Introduction by 
Professor Edward J. Young, Ph.D., head of the Department of He- 
brew in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. 


This little prophecy of only twenty-one verses is 
called “The Vision of Obadiah,” and the name of 
the prophet means “The Servant of the Lord.’ 
Practically nothing is known concerning Obadiah 
himself. His prophecy sets forth a strong denuncia- 
tion of the Edomites for their haughty and ar- 
rogant spirit and for the evils which they had 
brought upon the people of God. The prophecy 
may be analyzed as follows: 


1. The defeat of Edom, Verses 1-9. 


2. The reasons for Edom’s defeat. Verses 10-16. 
The reasons for this humiliation which is to come 
upon Edom are to be found in her co-operation in 
the destruction of Jerusalem and Judah. Her atti- 
tude toward the covenant people may be summed 
up in these words: “For thy violence against thy 
brother Jacob shame shall cover thee, and thou 
shalt be cut off for ever.’”’ (Verse 10). 


3. The Day of the Lord in which there wil] be 
salvation for God’s people. Verses 17-21. 


When we read this little prophecy, we are again 
reminded that there is coming a day that belongs 
to the Lord of hosts, a day in which He will be 
glorified through the destruction of evil nations 
and the salvation of His own people. This salvation, 
of course, is spiritual in nature. Thus, Obadiah is 
in full agreement with the other prophets when he 
describes the coming salvation in the following 
words: “But upon Mount Zion shall be deliverance, 
and there shall be holiness; and the house of Jacob 
shall possess their possessions.” (Verse 17). 


It is very difficult to discover precisely when 
Obadiah uttered his brief message. Indeed, var- 
ious views have been set forth, and almost each 
one of these has somewhat to commend it. The 
present writer inclines to the position that the 
book is in its proper place in the order of the 
Minor (Prophets, and that this order shows that it 
belongs between Amos and Jonah. Obadiah, there- 
fore, probably uttered the words of this prophecy 
sometime during the reign of Ahaz of Judah. 
There is much that can be said-in defense of this 
position, but of particular moment is the fact that 
during this time Edom did violence to Jacob and 
withheld aid. (Cf. II Chronicles 28:17). But one 
cannot be dogmatic upon the point. 


This little prophecy occupies an important place, 
for it serves to emphasize the fact that the Lord 
will indeed punish those who oppose His chosen 
people. At the same time it points forward to the 
future deliverance which the Lord would accom- 
plish in Zion. Its message is one of strength and 
comfort to those who are the Lord’s. 


The Prophecy Of Jonah 


Jonah was a prophet of Israel. He is said to be 
the son of Amittai, and he came from Gath-hepher 


in Galilee. His ministry was exercised shortly be. 
fore the reign of Jeroboam II. This prophecy 
differs from the other prophetical books in that jt 
is not a collection of the utterances of Jonah, but 
rather the record of certain important incidents jy 
his life, incidents which center about a mission to 
the city of Nineveh, The book falls into two prin. 
cipal divisions: 


1. The flight of Jonah; his tragic experience and 
his deliverance. 1:1 - 2:10. 


2. The Conversion of the City of Nineveh, 
= é:il. 


The purpose of the book is to show that God, in 
His gracious purposes, desires even the Gentiles 
who are outside the bounds of the law of Israel, 
to receive mercy. The book, therefore, is indeed a 
missionary document. 


At this point, however, a misunderstanding must 
be avoided. There are those who look with scorn 
upon the miracle in Jonah. The miracle, they say, 
is unimportant. Here is a great missionary tract, 
they continue, and to waste time in discussing 
whether or no an actual miracle occurred, is to n 
profit. Let us rather, they urge, profit by the mis 
sionary lesson which the book proclaims. 


With such a position as this, the present write 
must confess that he has little sympathy. The book 
of Jonah is indeed a missionary tract, but that i 
not all that the book is. In fact, that is not evel 
the most important function of the book. What 1 
all important is the fact that Jonah served as 3 
type of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ 
the Lord. It was none other than the incarnate 
Son of God, Who is Truth, that declared: “For 4 
Jonas was three days and three nights in the 
whale’s belly; so shall the Son of Man be three 
days and three nights in the heart of the earth. 
(Matthew 12:39; cf. also Luke 11:29ff). This set 
tles the matter. Jesus Christ regarded the miracle 
as having taken place. And Jesus Christ was nd 
mistaken, nor did He accommodate Himself to the 
ignorance of His day. In words so plain that they 
cannot be misunderstood, He asserted that the 
miracle of the book of Jonah had occurred. 


Furthermore, it should be noted that in the ey 
of the New Testament that which is of supremt 
importance in the Book of Jonah is the miuract 
We might, for example, have expected Peter 7 
the day of. Pentecost to make appeal to the ves 
sionary tract of Jonah, We might have expect 
Paul to appeal to Jonah to support his turning ¥ 
the Gentiles. But no; in all the New Testamel 
there is no such appeal. Nowhere is the Book . 
Jonah cited as a missionary tract, as the modern 
would apparently do. Not this; instead, when ™ 
New Testament makes reference to the Book ° 
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Jonah, it is to the part that is so distasteful to the 
modern mind; the New Testament appeals to the 
miracle. The true Christian will not offended. 
He will acknowledge that he is in the presence of 
, miracle, and he will humbly believe. 


It may be noted that the Bible simply speaks of 
a great fish which swallowed Jonah. There is no 
mention of a whale in the original. Hence, many 
of the objections to this account disappear. 


One further point should be noted. It is often 
objected that there is no historical evidence to 
show that the preaching of Jonah had any effect. 
If Jonah: had preached, and the Ninevites had re- 
pented, as Scripture says, would not we be justified 
in expecting to discover some evidence of that 

+9 


Of course, we should not expect to find the ac- 
coun. of a spiritual revival inscribed upon the 
monuments. Nevertheless, just before the period 
when Jonah came to Nineveh, there appears to 
have been present an approach to monotheism. At 
about the time of Jonah’s presence, there occurred 
two great plagues and an eclipse of the sun. It 
may very well be that these portents would pro- 
vide the background for the favorable preaching 
of the truth. Who is to say, therefore, that the 
account given in the Bible is not true to fact? 


By way of summary, then, we may say that this 
little book was intended to show that God’s pur- 


poses of grace were not to be restricted to the 


covenant nation, but were also to extend to 
others. The Lord desires that all men should re- 
pent; He takes no pleasure whatsoever in the 
death of the wicked. At the same time, His mis- 
sionary served as a type of the death and resur- 
rection of the Lord. Lastly, the example of Jonah 
clearly reveals to us that we should rejoice in the 
agg of the Gospel to all men without excep- 
tion. 
The Book Of Micah 


Micah was a prophet from Moresheth-gath (pos- 
sibly the modern Beit Jibrin) in Judah, who exer- 
cised his prophetic ministry during the reigns of 
Jotham, Ahaz and Hezekiah, He then appears as a 
contemporary of Hosea and Isaiah, probably be- 
ginning his career a little later than they. 


The prophecy falls into the following principal 


divisions: 

1. The Threats Against Israel and Judah. 
1:1 - 3:12. In this section the prophet begins with 
the announcement of judgment upon Samaria for 
its idolatries. Since Samaria has yielded to idol- 
atry, the Lord plainly declares that He will punish 
her: “Therefore I will make Samaria as an heap of 
the field.” (Micah 1:6a). From the denunciation of 
Samaria the prophet turns to rebuke Judah and to 
point out to her her sin. Intermingled with these 
threats, however, and with the clear description of 
Judah’s sin, Micah introduces the note of hope, the 
Promise of deliverance. 


2. The Erection of the Kingdom of the Messiah. 
4:1 - 5:15. A cursory glance at this section will 
show similarities with the Book of Isaiah. For ex- 
ample, Chapters 4:1-3 reads almost word for word 
ike Isaiah 2:2-4. It is the genera] announcement 
of future salvation and blessing, which the pres- 
ence of the Messiah will introduce. The reader will 
erive much benefit from a careful comparison of 
these two sections. Micah with great care seeks to 
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Nee can better express the joy of 
Christmas than the music of beautiful 
bells. Borne through the skies on golden 
wings, it soars straight to our hearts and 
makes even more ecstatic the happiness that 
dwells there. 


Christmastime is the time of all the year 
when we know happiness for what it truly 
_is—when love and kindness and the pleasure 
of giving are the guideposts of our lives. 
. That has been true down through the cen- 
turies: the darkness of doubt and selfishness 
has ever vanished before the brilliance of the 
Spirit of Christmas. 


Down through the centuries, too, multitudes 
have hearkened to bells, and to carillons— 
} and this love of bell music has never waned. 
Why not plan to thrill your community 
through the years to come with the sweetest 
bell music ever heard—the music of Carillonic 
Bells. | 
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set forth the fact that the kingdom which the Mes- 
siah will bring about is one of truth and peace. 


The section reaches its climax in the remarkable 
prophecy of the birth of the Christ in Bethlehem 
of Judah. Of course this verse presents a 
stumbling-block to rationalism in any of its forms, 
and as we might expect, there have been attempts 
to consider this verse as Non-Messianic, But it 
should be noted that the Messianic interpretation 
is very old, having been held early even by the 
Jews themselves. That which proves the Messianic 
interpretation, however, is the quotation of this 
verse in the Gospel of Matthew with reference to 
the birth of Jesus Christ. (Matthew 2:5,6), The 
verse clearly teaches that the Messiah (i.e., the 
ruler of Israel), is to be born in the little town of 
Bethlehem and that He also is One whose exist- 
ence is eternal. In other words, it sets forth the 
fact that our Redeemer is both God and Man. We 
Christians with boldness and confidence may read 
this verse, and we may wonder at that mysterious 
gift of prophecy whereby God enabled His servants 
to foresee the birth of the Messiah. 

3. Final Exposition of the Sinfulness of the 


People, and the final announcement of mercy. 
6:1 - 7:20. In this section the prophet sets forth in 


loving terms the complaint which the Lord has 
against His people. The sins of the nation are por- 

yed with some detail, and the mercy of the 

rd and His desire for the people’s repentance js 
expressed. The thought and spirit uhderlying al] 
these words is found in the verse: “Who is a God 
like unto thee, that pardoneth iniquity, and passeth 
by the transgression of the remnant. of his heri- 
tage? he retaineth not his anger for ever, because 
he delighteth in mercy.’’ (Micah 7:18). 


There are those who have held that Chapters 4-5 
and 6-7 do not come from Micah but are post- 
exilic. The reasons advanced however are not com- 
pelling but are largely based upon the theology of 
the passages and references in the passages to the 
Pentateuch. It is also true that there are textual 
differences between the Hebrew and the Greek 
texts, and these constitute a particular problem 
for textual criticism. 


In this book, we have a very precious promise of 
Christ and a beautiful description of the blessings 
which He will bring. We also are reminded of the 
exceeding sinfulness of sin and of the goodness of 
the Lord toward sinners. Micah is a book in which 
the heart of the redeemed will find great delight. 


Sabbath School Lessons 


Edited By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Dec. 21 (Christmas) 
The Prince Of Peace 


Scripture: Revelation 8-15; Issaiah 9:2-7; Luke 


2:1-20. Devotional Reading: Luke 2:8-20. 


The threads of Messianic Prophecy which binds 
the Old and New Testaments together is a fascina- 
ting study. It is one of the best evidences of the 
oneness of God’s Word and its full inspiration. All 
prophecy is a sign of this, but the prediction con- 
cerning the Coming One and His Salvation are so 
outstandingly God-breathed that they furnish the 
clearest proof, 


In our lesson we have one of these Old Testament 
propneces a New Testament fulfillment, and some 
aw Testament prophecies, or pictures. Or we 
might call it, Three Pictures of the “Coming One.” 


I. Isaiah’s Picture: Isaiah 9:2-7. This picture has 
A ga (1) A Great Light, and, (2) A Great 


(1) A Great Light. Darkness is one of the best 
words to describe a world without God. The Bible 
begins with Light and ends with Light. 


“The people that walked in darkness.” Where 
can we find a better description of the condition 
of all the nations that forget God? We talk about 
“Enlightenment,” “Culture,” and “Civilization,’’ 
but there can be none of these without God. When 
the blind lead the blind, both fall into the ditch. 
This is what happened to a Germany which had 


seen a “great light”? under Luther, but went back 
into darkness under the influence and leadership of 
its modern philosophers. This is what will happen 
to any nation that refuses to walk in the light. 


Real enlightenment comes through men like Wesley 
and Whitfield, not through men like Voltaire. 


Darkness and death go hand in hand. When 
people walk in darkness the shadow of death hangs 
over them. 


Into this “gross darkness” a “great light” came. 
See the Gospel of John 1:1-14 for the best com- 
mentary on this. 


(2) A Great Child: Great in His Name; great in 
His Government. | 


A prophet could have looked into the ark of 
bulrushes on the banks of the Nile and seen a 
great child—the baby Moses. The prophet looks 
down through the centuries and sees in the manger 
at Bethlehem a far greater Child—the Incarnate 
Son of God—the baby Jesus. 


Let us notice His Name, and remember that 
‘‘name” in the Bible stands for “character.” 


“Wonderful.” Everything about the Christ-Child 
is Wonderful. There is the wonder of His Birth; 
the wonder of His Sinless and Sacrificial Life; the 
wonder of the Cross; the wonder of His Resurrec- 
tion; the wonder of the Crowning Day which 1s 
coming by and by. We talk of His Miracles: He 
Himself is the great Miracle. If we can believe the 
first words of the Bible, “In the Beginning God, 
and the first words of John’s Gospel, especially 


verse 14, “And the Word was made flesh,” we cat - 


easily believe all other miracles. 


“Counsellor.” In Him are hid all the treasure of 


wisdom and knowledge. The One Who in wi 
made the universe has absolute knowledge of all 
He has made. Jesus never said, “I think,” “I sup 
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pose,” or even “I believe”; it was always, “I know” 
with Him. He knows what is in man, and He knows 
all that man should be and do. Why do we not 
invite Him to the many Peace Conferences we try 
to have. 


“The Mighty God”. If we had no other word in 
the Bible that Christ is God, this would be suf- 
ficient. All His mighty works, however, prove that 
He is the “Mighty God”: His absolute authority 
over Nature, Disease, Demons, Death. 


“The Everlasting Father.’’ Here is additional 
proof of His Deity, He Who is the Son is here 
called “Father.” He is also called “The Ancient of 
Days,’ the Alpha and Omega, the beginning and 
the end. All who hear the word of God and do 
it belong to His great family. 


“The Prince of Peace.” 
filled with strife and hatred, this has always been 
one of His most beloved names. In Him we find the 
answer to Gideon’s prayer when he built the altar 
and named it “Jehovah-Shalom”’ — “‘The Lord send 
peace.” He is our Peace, both as individual sinners 
estranged from God, and as a rebellious world. 


He is also great in His Government of the world. 
Every knee is going to bow before Him and every 
tongue confess that He is Lord: “‘the government 
shall be upon His shoulder.” | 


Il. Luke’s Picture: Luke 2:1-20. This entrancing 
account of the birth of our Savior is read by 
thousands every Christmas season, and is so simple 
and en that it needs no explanation or 
comment, 


We see how God uses men and governments in 
this world to carry out His plans and purposes. 
The enrollment ordered by Caesar, who did not 

ow or care about God, nevertheless was the 
means of bringing Joseph and Mary to Bethlehem 
Where the prophet had said that Jesus should be 
om. So many have unwittingly been God’s in- 
struments many times in the history of the world. 


Luke is a most careful and exact author, as well 
43 an inspired one, and is careful to date what he 
writes so that it can be verified. Critics have tried 
many times to prove him wrong and have had to 
admit themselves in error. | 


In a war-torn world, 


Is not the Christ being crowded out of our busy 
world today as surely as the Christ-Child was 
crowded out of Bethlehem’s inn? Do we find room 
for Him in heart or home or society? When you 
— Christ out of Christmas, you have nothing 
e 


If we, like the shepherds, go and see, we will also 
“go and tell”—we will return glorifying and 
praising God for all that He has done. “Come and 
see,” is still His invitation to men: “Go and tell,” 
His command. 


III. John’s Picture: Revelation 8-15. The keynote 
of Revelation seems to be VICTORY: the victory 
of the Lamb over all the forces of evil; the victory 
of these who overcome through His blood and name. 


_ We can only touch on three outstanding parts of 
this picture: 

The first is 11:15; a great Prophecy and Promise, 

“The kingdoms of this world are become the 
kingdom of our Lord, and of His Christ, and he 
shall reign forever and ever. The kingdoms of this 
world are usually antagonistic to the kingdom of 
Christ. The insulting message which most men of 
this world send back to God is, ‘‘We will not have 
this man to reign over us.” Some nations are 
openly hostile, others are indifferent, or forgetful. 
Even the so-called “Christian”? nations seem to pay 
little attention to Him. Sometimes a good queen, 
like Victoria, or king, or president, will openly 
acknowledge their allegiance and loyalty to the 
King of Kings, but these are exceptions to the rule. 
The day is coming when all this will be changed. 
We pray for this Day to come every time we pray, 
the Lord’s Prayer. Do we earnestly desire and 
work for this? 


The second is 12:1-11. This is usually taken to 
be a symbolic picture of the birth of Christ. The 
thing it especially emphasizes is the hatred and 
malice of Satan as manifested when our Savior is 
born. Compare it with the account in Matthew’s 
Gospel where Satan through human agents tries to 
kill the ‘‘man child,” when Herod slays the infants 
around Bethlehem. Then turn to the temptation in 
the wilderness and other incidents in the life of 
our Lord, The words spoken in Genesis, ‘‘I will put 
enmity” were illustrated many times. Think of the 
bloody times of persecution when the “seed” of 
the woman have been almost exterminated by the 
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“dragon” and his followers. What a happy day 
when that old serpent, the devil, and Satan, shall 
be finally put in the pit! 


The third is 15:2-4. Israel sang a song of victory 
on the banks of the Red Sea: afar greater praise 
and thanksgiving to God: Great and marvellous 
are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true 
are thy ways, thou King of saints—for all nations 
shall come and worship before thee.’ 


Lesson For Dec. 28: God's 
Eternal Rule 


Scripture: Jude 24-25; Revelation 16-22; Mat- 
thew 2, Devotional Reading: Psalms 145:1-13. 


“Crowns and thrones may perish, 
Kingdoms rise and wane; 

But the Church of Jesus 
Constant will remain; 

Gates of hell can never 
’Gainst that Church prevail; 

We have Christ’s own promise, 
Which can never fail.’’ 


In the 145 Psalm we have a picture of the King 
and His Kingdom. What a beautiful description of 
“My God, O King,” is given us in the opening 
verses of this Kingdom Psalm! His unsearchable 
greatness, His glorious majesty, His goodness, 
righteousness, compassion, lovingkindness (tender 
mercies). 


Then the writer turns from the King to His 
Kingdom—the glorious majesty of His Kingdom. 
“Thy kingdom is an everlasting kingdom and thy 
dominion endureth throughout all generations.” 


“Change and decay in all around I see; 
O Thou Who changeth not, abide with me.” 


This is the prayer and hope of mortal men in a 
changing world: “A kingdom which cannot be 
shaken.” 


The King: “The Only Wise God Our Saviour’’: 
Jude 25. “Him that is able’: what a comforting 
assurance is this! When we realize that it is not 
our holding on to Him, but His holding us in His 
wise, strong, loving hand of Grace; not our love 
to Thee, O God, but Thy love to us; that the cer- 
tainty of our salvation does not depend upon our 
weak, changeable nature, but upon His loving- 
kindness which changes not; then we praise Him 
indeed for His Covenant, His Promises, His Power 
and Love. 


He will not only keep us—if we commit our- 
selves to Him—but He will present us faultless 
before the presence of His glory. Our Sanctifica- 
tion, as well as our Justification, is of God; the 
one an act, the other a work of grace in our hearts, 
by His Spirit and Word, | 


To such a God we join with Jude in ascribing 
glory and majesty, dominion and power, both now 
and ever. Amen.” His rule over the world is an 
eternal rule; His rule over our hearts and lives 
and destinies is also eternal. Praise ye the Lord. 


‘‘New Jerusalem”: Rev. 
21-22. In chapters 16-20 we have the amazing 
events leading up to the climax of the Book, The 
Seven Seals have been opened, the Seven Trumpets 
sounded, the Seven Bowls emptied, the throne set, 
and the books opened. In the two remaining chap- 
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ters we have a glorious vision of the new heavens 
and the new earth. 


It is most fitting that the Bible should end in 
this way. In the first chapters we see a most 
distressing picture of “Paradise Lost’ through the 
Sin and Fall of man, created in the image of God. 
In these last chapters we have “(Paradise Regained 
through the glorious Redemption and Victory of 
the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world. 
There must be a home for these men who have been 
made new creatures in Christ Jesus. 


This Home is a most beautiful place. “A bride 
adorned for her husband” is a fit emblem. The 
bride always makes herself as lovely as she can 
when preparing for the wedding. : 

Our Home will be with God: “He will dwell with 
them.” This was true in the Garden of Eden; it 
will again be true when sin has been remove 
from the earth. 


It will be made delightful by the absence of 
some of the things we have been used to all our 
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_ days, ‘‘Wipe away all tears.’”’ The world is used to 


tears. From the time a baby is born until death 
comes there are tears all the way. This earth is 
certainly a “vale of tears.” “No more death.” 


Death is as common as.tears. Our silent cities of. 


the dead are all around us. We can hardly imagine 
what the world would be like without funerals, 
undertakers, graves. ‘‘Neither sorrow.’”? Where is 
the heart that has had no sorrow? “Nor crying “We 
have just spent hours with a heart-broken wife and 
a weeping mother. “Neither—any more pain.” 
What a blessed promise for suffering humanity with 
their aching bodies, aching heads and aching hearts! 


It will be made entrancing by the presence of 
new things, “All things new.”? Who does not like 
to move into a new home? There is a thrill about 


' even a new man-made house. What a thrill to 


move into our New Home, built not by man, but 
built by God—whose builder and maker is God— 


and prepared by the loving hand and heart of 


Jesus. “Inherit all things.” Heirs of God and joint 
heirs with Jesus Christ. If our inheritance is rich 
enough for Him, what will it be for us? 


then he turns to describe more in detail the 
bride, the Lamb’s wife.” All the beautiful and 
costly gold and jewelry of earth is symbolic of the 
beauty of the Holy City. “No temple therein.” 
here is no need now for a separate dwelling- 
lace for God; the Lord God Almighty and the 
amb are the temple.” No need of the sun: where 


God is, there is eternal light. It is a safe and 
sacred place, for nothing can enter that defiles. 
There is no sin in our new home, and this simple 
statement suffices. 


In Chapter 22 the figure changes to the very 
familiar one used in Chapter 47 of Ezekiel—a pure 
river of water of life. On the banks of the river 
are fruitful trees whose leaves are for the healing 
of the nations. Again he uses a figure which shows 
in a negative way the wonder of heaven: “No more 
curse.” The world was cursed on account of sin. 
= the curse is removed. He was made a curse 

or us. 


“‘No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
Far as the curse is found.” 


The Book closes with a Great Invitation and a 
Great '[Promise and a Great Prayer. The Invitation 
is to “Come.” Whosoever will,. let him take the 
water of life freely. It reminds us of Isaiah’s: “Ho, 
everyone that thirsteth, come.” Have you come? 
Then foilows a Promise and a Prayer: the prayer 
is based on the promise. The Promise is, “Surely I 
come quickly,’ and the Prayer, “Even so, come, 
Lord Jesus.” Is it not a mark of the greatness of 
our Confession of Faith that it closes in the same 
words? Are you praying that He will come 
quickly? 
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The Birth of the King: “Where is he that is born 
king of the Jews?” Matthew II. 


At first sight this seems to be a sort of anti- 
climax to the glorious Visions and Promises we 
have been studying in Revelation, a letting down 
from the wonders of heaven to the sordid and 
commonplace things of earth. 


But something very vital had to be done before 
man could be fitted for his new home. The King 
had to come in person, as the Suffering Servant of 
Jehovah, live His humble and sacrificial life, and 
die for sinners on the Cross of Calvary. It was a 
most difficult thing to save mankind from their 
sin and misery and prepare them for their home 
in heaven. 
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In this second chapter of Matthew we have the 
account of His coming the first time as a weak 
and helpless infant Who had to be protected from 
the wrath of an earthly monarch. 


There were some wise men, however, who saw 
the star and came and worshipped the newborn 
King, and presented their gifts to Him. The King 
had come to seek and to save the lost and gather 
for Himself out of the world a people for His own 
possession—a peculiar people, who would inherit 
the Kingdom > daa, for them from the founda- 
tion of the world. 


So we come down from the mountain-top of Rev- 
elation to the reality of our great business on 
earth; to prepare ourselves for, and persuade. 
others to “come” into, this Kingdom of God. 


Young People’s Department 


Edited By Rev. W. G. Foster 


Dec. 21: A Gift Of Love 


Introduction 


The basic material for this program in Presbyte- 
rian Youth is a story to be told. In connection with 
the story be sure that you study some passage of 
Scripture, Stories and various kinds of materials 
may help, but let us always center our program in 
the Scripture, for we want to build faith and 
righteousness into our hearts and lives and faith 
cometh only by the Word of God. Here are out- 
lines of two of the greatest of the Christmas texts 
that will help you. Study them and get fresh in- 
sight into the spiritual meaning of the Christmas 
message. 

SCRIPTURE LESSON 


1. The Christmas Gift of Love is the heart of 
God’s message to man, John 3:16. (a) God so 
loved that He gave. (b) Man receives and lives. 

2. The Christmas Gift of Love is God’s most 
wonderful act for man. Isaiah 9:6. (a) A Wonder- 
ful Gift - God’s only Son, His child. (b) A Won- 
derful Possession - Given unto us as our very own. 
(c) A Wonderful Person - Indicated by His name. 
(1) The Wonderful Counsellor - Wisdom. (2) The 
Mighty God - Power, (3) The Father of Eternity - 
Eternal, (4) The Prince of Peace - Personal, So- 
cial, National. (d) A Wonderful Promise - To be 
world ruler, (Suggested by outline of James 
Smith). 

Suggestions 


In this program you could study the Scripture on 
God’s wonderful gift to us, then use the story in 
Presbyterian Youth to emphasize that it works 
both ways—if God so loved us that He gave His 
only Son for us then we who receive that gift 
should give our all to Him. 


Dec. 28: Gone But Not Forgotten 


Introduction 


No person can ever live a happy, useful life 
unless he knows what to remember and what to 
forget. Often we say that something (in this case, 
of course, we are thinking about the old year): 
“Gone but not forgotten.’’ In some cases it should 
be “gone and forgotten,” those things that have 
happened and gone and about which we can do 


nothing. But those things that can help us go for- 
ward now should be remembered, 


As the old year goes out and the new comes in 
let us look at two passages of Scripture that re- 
mind us of what we should remember and of what 
we should forget. 


SCRIPTURE LESSON 
1. Remember Jesus Christ: II Timothy 2:8-10. 


(a) Power - Christ raised from the dead. (b) Prov- 


idence - therefore Word not bound. (c) Persever- 
ance - therefore we must keep on keeping on. We 
must never forget Jesus Christ, His suffering and 
His resurrection. If we do we forget His love, His 
power, and these give us the strength and assur- 
ance to go forward today. 


2. Reaching Those Things That Are Before: 
Philippians 3:12-14. (a) Possession. Verse 12. (b) 
Progress, Verse 13. (c) Purpose. Verse 14. Be- 
cause of what Christ did for us on the cross we 
receive Him as Saviour, and when we do He lays 
hold on us, we belong to Him; but He has laid 
hold of us in order that we may grow day by day 
in His likeness and in His service. But He can not 
fulfill His work in us unless we realize that He 
possesses us and wants us to progress, and to that 
end resolutely purpose in our hearts to let Him 
carry us forward. We must remember Jesus Christ, 
and only those things that will help us progress in 
Christ, 

Suggestions 


Presbyterian Youth has some material on things 
that are wrong in the group life of many young 
people and has some good mourning over it. Use 
this material as you see fit and close with the 
study of the Scripture on what to remember and 
what to forget. : 


The Word Of God 


‘“‘Where shall we today find the Word of God? 
Our answer is very simple. We find it in the Bible. 
We do not say in Modernist fashion, that the Bible 
contains the Word of God. No, we say in Christian 
fashion, that the Bible is the Word of God.” 

—J. Gresham Machen. 


— 
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PLAIN FACTS ABOUT THE SO-CALLED UNION 


BETWEEN THE 


PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


AND THE 
NORTHERN PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 


Warning! A Very Grave Danger Confronts Our Church!!! 


Representative Government, as set up by the Founders, and as practiced by our Southern Church, 
is a thing of the past in the Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. That Church is now ruled by | an Hierarchy, 
called “The General Council,” a body of about twenty-five (25) men. 


If we vote for the Proposed Union, WE WILL PUT OUR NECKS UNDER THE SAME YOKE. The 
Proposed Plan of Union plainly lists the powers of this small group of men. Read —— 28 of the 
Plan carefully. 


Here are a few of our Religious Liberties that will fall under this axe if we vote for Union. It will 
be better if you read Chapter 28 carefully now and vote against Union, than if you stay asleep 
now, and regret it bitterly all the rest of your lives. 


THE GENERAL COUNCIL WILL: 


l. Sinan the spiritual and material interests of all Executive Boards of the Church. 


2. Prepare budgets for all Benevolent and Missionary Agencies of the Church; all self-supporting 
Synods; all self-supporting Presbyteries. 


3. Manage the Benevolent and Missionary Programs of the Church. 

4, Promote Christian Benevolence and Stewardship throughout the Church. 

5. Lay down sound methods of Church Finance. 

6. Develop the highest degree of spiritual efficiency in all congregations, Presbyteries and Synods. 
If you are able to read and understand English, the above must mean to you, that this General 


Council or Presbyterian Hierarchy, call it whichever you will, will finally manage your Religious 
Life down to the last dot. 


B. Lg Church wants to call a new Pastor, you will have to get the approval of the General 
unc 


If you want to elect new Elders or Deacons, you will have to get the prospective names cleared 
with the General Council, to be sure that you do not elect men objectionable to the Hierarchy. 


If you want to add on to your Church, raise your Pastor’s salary, paint your Church, or in fact 
do anything that calls for the spending of money, you will have to clear it with the General 
Council, first, so as to be sure that you do not use any of your own money at home, when they 
plan to require you to send it to them. Of course they will use the excuse of “Sound Finances.” 
But ony way you look at it, you will no longer be free to run your own Church. 


Are you descendants of men and women who died for their relgious 
liberty going to throw that precious po away. I don’t believe 
that you willl! 3 

SIGNED: — B. LEE 


| PATRICK, S. C. 
Ruling Elder in First Presbyterian Church of Cheraw., 5S. C. 


| 

| 
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Woman’s Work 


Edited By Mrs. R. T. Faucette 


Church Woman's Calendar 
December 1947 


Dec. 8: Bible Sunday. 

Dec. 15-22: Ministerial Relief Week. 
Dec. 22: Life Dedication Day. 

Dec. 25: Christmas. 


Dec. 29: Student Night. (Women should encourage 
the students of their church in this observance). 


Circle Topic: ‘‘What Do I Put First?” 


Memory Selection: Matt, 6:19-34. (See Guidebook 
for the Presbyterian Woman, Page 26). 


Auxiliary Topic: Road To Bethlehem.” 


Emphasis: Ministerial Relief, the Joy Gift, and the 
Christmas Observance. 


How Women Are Sharing In The 
Growth And Ministry 
Of The Church 


The Second In A Series Of Compilations 
From Local Auxiliary Reports 


The following are reported by women in local 
auxiliaries as ways in which they are sharing in 
the growth and ministry of the churches. All of 
these are encouraging and should be suggestive to 
those who read of some ways in which they might 
strengthen the work of Chris: through their local 
churches. 


Attendance at services—increase in church attend- 
ance. 

Church visitation. 

Accept church seriously. 

Help with Vacation Bible Schools. (Teaching, bring- 
ing children, serving lunches). 

Help with Negro Vacation School. (Teaching, bring- 
ing children, serving lunches). 

Willingly serve in Sunday School work. 

Giving full co-operation to church leaders. 

Give one day a month to visiting. 

Keeping in touch with the sick by cards and visits. 

Working in chapel. 

Giving help to young people’s work of the church. 

Attend training classes for Sunday School leaders. 

Prayer for the church and its work and for the un- 
reached in the community. 

Willingly entertain supply pastors and assist them 
in every way possible. 

Landscaping new manse being built. 

Carry a special fund in the budget for chapel work 
in which the women are so interested. 

Through the work of Pastor’s Aid. 

Take responsibility of keeping the church clean and 
in order. | 

Serve on welcome committees at church services. 

Use care to call for and take prospective members 
to church. 

Serve suppers to various groups in the church. 

Give of our means. 


By Spiritual Enrichment Week, World Day of 
Prayer, Intensive Bible Study. 


Sending delegates to Youth Convention, Montreat 
Training School, Synodical Training School. 


Individual Churches Reported 


“‘We have noted a decided increase in church at- 
tendance this year, The women have sponsored 
three complete visitations to all members on the 
church roll. We sponsor Sunday School at two 
chapels and women assist in this. We had more 


_ volunteers for Vacation Bible School work than 


ever before.”’ 


“Visitation programs during Spiritual Enrich- 
ment Week last year was successful and is planned 
again for this year.’ 


“Visitation Evangelism begun in Spiritual En- 
richment Week has been continued through the 
year by some of our women.” 


An Evangelism Committee in each Circle—has 
formed a prayer group, and done visiting through- 
out the year. 


WORLD-WIDE BIBLE READINGS 


Thanksgiving To Christmas 
Theme: One World - One Book 


These readings feature Bible selections which 
out many helpful concerning the 
theme. 


Thanksgiving - Nov. 27: Psalm 145. “One God.” 
Friday: Psalm 103. “One Blessing.”’ 

Saturday: John 3:1-21, “One Birth.” 

Sunday, Nov. 30: John 1:1-18. “One Word.” 
Monday: Matt. 5:1-16. “One Discipleship.” 
Tuesday: Matt. 6:19-34. “One Treasure.’’ 
Wednesday: Psalm 90. Dwelling.” 
Thursday: John 14:1-21. “One Comforter.”’ 
Friday: James 1. “One Wisdom.”’ 

Saturday: Philip. 2:1-18. “One Mind.”’ 

Sunday, Dec. 7: John 15:1-17. ““One Vine.”’ 
Monday: Psalms 91; 121. “One Keeper.”’ 
Tuesday: John 17:1-26. “One Prayer.”’ 
Wednesday: I Cor. 13. “One Love.” | 
Thursday: Luke 15:1-10; Rom. 1:16,17. “One Pur- 


pose. 

Friday: Luke 15:11-32. “One Redemption.” 

Saturday: Acts 17:16-31. “One Family.” 

Universal Bible Sunday, Dec. 14: *Psalm 119:1-19, 
Verse 89, Verse 105. “‘One Book.”’ 

Monday: Psalm 67. “One People.”’ 

Tuesday: John 4:5-30, “One Truth.”’ 

Wednesday: Psalm 19. “One World.” 

Thursday: Deut. 5:6-27. “One Law.” 

Friday: II Tim. 3:12 - 4:8. “One Crown.” 

Saturday: Rev. 21:1-7. “One Heaven.” 

Sunday, Dec. 21: Isa. 53; Matt. 11:28-30. “One 
Burden-Bearer.” | 

Monday: Luke. 1:26-38. “One Son.” 

Tuesday: Luke 1:39-56, “One Song.” 

Wednesday: Luke 1: ‘57-80. “One Prophe cy.” 

Christmas, Dec. 25: Isa. 40:1-5; Luke 2:1-20,40. 
“One Saviour.” 


Bookmarks, convenient for personal use, giving the | 


references for daily reading, are available upon re- 
quest from the American Bible Society, ‘85 alton 
Street, Atlanta, Ga. 
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Bible Sunday - 1947 


One of the characteristic weaknesses of us hu- 
mans is to take for granted our great blessings, 
and the Bible is one of these blessings that we are 
likely to take for granted, Many of us have en- 
riched our souls by study of it in our early days 
and have stored our memories with some of its 
precious words that serve us still like anchors in a 
storm. But we seldom go to the Bible afresh and 
have possibly thought little of our responsibility of 
sharing it with others, . 

Here lies the value of Bible Sunday, celebrated 
by the churches on the second Sunday of December 
each year. In spite of the fact that on every Sun- 
day of the year the Bible is read and sung and 
preached from every church, there is need that we 
bo reminded of the blessings God’s Word has 
brought to us and our responsibility to see that we 
share these blessings. So for many years now Uni- 
versal Bible Sunday has been observed the world 
around—this year, Sunday, December 14. 

Bible Sunday in 1947 is perhaps the most impor- 
tant that has ever presented itself to the American 
people, for there never has been a juncture in the 
history of the nations when needs so vast and 
opportunities so wide open confronted us. Let us 
look at them. 

For many parts of the world the war retarded, 
if it did not entirely shut off the production of 
Bibles, Because of shortage of paper and other 
materials there will even be a dearth of English 
Bibles, so the publishers tell us, till the end of 1948. 
This is particularly true in England. As for the 
continent of Europe, it was estimated in July this 
year that there is an immediate need for 7.000,000 
— of which 5,000,000 are needed in Germany 
alone. 

Most of this need is in countries which, before 
the war, produced their own Bibles. Since the days 
of Luther, Germany has been the foremost Bible 
producing nation on the continent, yet now, with- 
out help from outside, she has neither the materials 
nor the financial resources to supply her needs— 
and we are all aware that the kind of a Germany 
that must emerge from the present situation is a 
Bible reading and Bible loving Germany. 

_When we turn to other areas in the world, we 
find huge populations that are just becoming 
acquainted with the Bible and are demanding 
copies by the millions. This is particularly true of 
Japan. Since V-J day the Japanese people, released 
from a long bondage to a military totalitarian state, 
and realizing, as many of them have, that religion 
ls something quite apart from government, the 
Japanese people, are looking for some new expres- 


sion of religion. Because of the popularity of. 


General MacArthur and the occupation forces, 
there has been an almost unbelievable demand for 
both Japanese and English Scriptures. Chaplains, 
missionaries and. Japanese Christian leaders have 
asked for at least 2,500,000 Japanese New Testa- 
ments, 100,000 Japanese Bibles and another 100,- 
000 English Bibles. The English Bible has been 


made the text book of classes in English, in both 


schools and colleges, and a great evangelistic 


campaign under the great Christian leader Toyohito. 

gawa is in full swing on all the island. Here ‘is: 
an opportunity which General MacArthur himself 
declares has not. confronted the Christian Church . 


since the days of the Apostles—and, of course, poor 
shattered, impoverished Japan cannot produce her 
own Bibles. 

The situation in China is somewhat different and 
very much more demanding, Vast numbers of 
China’s millions, especially in the Chiang Govern- 


ment and among the studént classes are devoted 
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to the Bible. When a consignment of Scripture is 
made available they clamor for them with an 
eagerness that is sometimes almost uncontrollable. 
There are printing presses in China but paper is 
almost non-existent which greatly curtails the 
supply of Scriptures. 

Similar stories might be brought from Korea, the 
Phillippines, Siam, India and Latin America. In 
many countries there are active literacy campaigns 
under way, which, of course, will mean a greater 
interest in the Bible. 

And what does all this signify to American 
Christians? It is a clarion call to the churches of 
America to become for the time being that store- 
house of the world’s Bible supply. 

Bible Sunday in 1947 should serve to lay this 
obligation joyously upon the hearts of both our 
churches and individuals. The churches operate 
through the American Bible Society which is the 
agent of them all for translating, publishing, disti- 
buting and encouraging the use of the Bible, 
throughout the world. The present demand for 
Scriptures, unobtainable elsewhere, which the 
American. Bible Society must provide if they are to 
be provided at all, calls for almost two dollars from 
the churches and from individuals, for every one 
they gave before the war. Next year unless the 
American people rise to meet this call, the Bible 
Society will have to say to these eager peoples, 
seeking the Light as they never before sought it, 
“Sorry, but we have no means for publishing more 
books for you.” This would be a tragedy of the 
first order. Bible Sunday may help us prevent it. 

—Francis S. Stifler. 
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Church News 


Synod Of South Carolina 


Rock Hill: Rev. Henry D. Brown, Jr., for the 
past ten years pastor of the Third Presbyterian 
Church, Richmond, Va., has been extended a call 
to become Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, 
Rock Hill, S. C., and has accepted the call. He suc- 
ceeds Dr. Francis W, Gregg, who was honorably re- 
tired on September 1 by the age limit of the de- 
nomination. Dr. Gregg is now Judge of the Do- 
mestic Relations Court in Rock Hill. | 


Beersheba: Rev. C. R. McCubbins, of Fort Wal- 
ton, Fla., has accepted a call to be pastor of the 
Beersheba, Ramah and Filbert Church in York 
County, S. C., and has assumed charge of the 


group. 
Deaths 


Dulin: On October 16, 1947, after declining 
health for several years, Mrs.- Bessie Garison- 
Dulin, wife of Dr. Thomas N. Dulin, aged 51. In- 
terment in Bethel Church Cemetery, York County, 
S. C. She was a daughter of E. H. Garison. 


Plexico: On October 19, 1947, Mrs. Dora Love- 
Plexico, widow of A. F. Plexico, aged 74 years. She 
had been ill for several weeks. She was buried in 
the cemetery at Sharon, S. C., beside her husband. 


Marriages | 

Affeld-Dickson: On August 27, 1947, in Eben- 
ezer Presbyterian Church, near Rock Hill, S. C., 
by Dr. John C. Bailey, Mr. Keith Van Tyne Affeld, 
of Elgin, Ill., and Miss Carolyn Erwin Dickson, of 
Rock Hill, S. C., daughter of Dr. and Mrs. J. T. 
Dickson. 

Jones-Cato: On September 25, 1947, in Eben- 


ezer Presbyterian Church, near Rock Hill, S. C., 

< Dr. John C. Bailey, Dr. Albert M. Jones, of 
e 

Mr 


mphis, Tenn., and Miss Helen Cato, daughter of 
te mm. Cato. 


Tedder-Stevens: On September 25, 1947, at the 


Ebenezer Presbyterian Manse, near Rock Hill, 
S. C., by Dr. John C. Bailey, Mr. Marvin L, Ted- 
der, of Rock Hill, S. C., and Miss Doris Ruby Ste- 
vens, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Samuel G. Stevens, 
of Moore, S. C. 


Oslo Report Is Heard At 
Austin Seminary 

One of the attractions at Austin Seminary was 
a report of the World Conference held at Oslo, 
Norway, last summer, as reported by the Rev. Blake 
Smith, pastor of the University Baptist Church in 
Austin. He was speaking to the morning chapel 
exercises of the seminary faculty and student body. 
Also of interest on the week’s docket was the hear- 
ing of “Happy” Ellis, of TCU’s Bible College, a 
leader in the southwest region in. the - inter 

The week’s student preacher was Mr. William 
Washburn, a senior from the Belgian Congo, 
Africa, where his parents are missionaries. A grad- 
uate of Austin College, Sherman, Tex., he plans to 
enter the mission service in Africa after his grad- 
ie He gave his sermon on the night of Oc- 
tober 21. 
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Mr. Townsend At Montreat 


Mr. Keith Townsend comes to Montreat as Elec. 
trical Engineer from Davenport, Ia. Prior to vol. 
unteering for service in the Army of the United 
States in 1941 he was associated with the Car. 
michael Electric Company of Davenport. He pr. 
ceived the commission of Second Lieutenant in the 
Signal Corps in July, 1942. Mr. Towsend served in 
the South Pacific for two years, during which time 
he was in charge of setting up and maintaining 
radar units on several islands. He was returned to 
the United States and sent to Syracuse Army Air 
Base in charge of communications and mainten- 
ance of Base Telephone System. 


Since his release from active duty in 1946 with 
the rating of First Lieutenant, Mr. Townsend has 
been connected with his former employer, (Car- 
michael Electric Company. He begins his service 
on October 1 as Electrical Engineer of the Moun- 
tain Retreat Association. 

Mr. Townsend married Miss Margaret Scott Nis- 


bet, daughter of Dr. and Mrs, John Nisbet, retired 
—— to Korea of the Presbyterian Church, 


= 


Jan. A. McMurray Appointed New 
Director Of War Relief 


The Assembly’s Committee on War Relief and 
the Committee on the Program of Progress an- 
nounce the appointment of Rev. Jan. A. McMurry, 
of Gatesville, Tex., as Assembly Director of War 
Relief and Assistant Director of the Program of 
Progress. In the dual capacity, Mr. McMurry will 
relieve Col. Roy LeCraw in the War Relief Work, 
and will also work with Col. LeCraw in the pro- 
motion of the Presbyterian Program of Progress. 


Mr. McMurry comes to this work following his 
service through four years of World War II in the 
Navy Chaplaincy, where he served with the Sea- 
bees and the Naval Air Forces. Prior to entering 
the chaplaincy in September, 1942, he was pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church of Waxahachie, 
Tex., for over nine years, and was Stated Clerk of 
on the Presbytery of Dallas and the Synod of 

exas. 


The incorporation of the War Relief Goal for 
the Church with the Program of Progress objec- 
tives, which was set up when Col, LeCraw accepted 
appointment as Assembly Director of the Program, 
will continue, and Mr. McMurry will work from 
the Program of Progress offices, 808 Henry Grady 
Building, Atlanta, Ga. All correspondence relative 
to the War Relief Work of the Church may be 
addressed to him at that office. 


Austin Seminary Holds 
Annual Banquet 


A jovial time cf fun and fellowship was enjoyed 
by members of the student body and faculty and 
by visitors at the annual fellowship banquet at 
Austin. Seminary. The banquet, held in Lubbock 
Hall on Friday, September 26, was the first oppor: 
tunity: for the entire student body, married and 
single, and faculty to “get together” and get ac 
quainted. The food was excellent, and the unique 
program was good. 


The banquet program, instead of two or three 
planned or “canned” speeches, consisted of brief 
impromptu speeches of each person present. He 
was to tell his name, home; and work during the 
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summer. Anything extra just added to the affair, 
and at this particular occasion, there was ample 
extra talking, which was enjoyable and chiefly hu- 
morous. 


Mr. Robert Durway, a senior from Fort Worth, 
Tex., was the first student to give his chapel ser- 
mon, on Tuesday, September 22, The following 
week, Mr. James Fogartie, a senior from Little 
Rock, Ark., presented his sermon, and Mr. Rogers 
McLane, of Kingsville, Tex., was third on the list. 


Suwanee Presbytery 


The Rev. Milford Monroe Reynolds was honorably 
retired recently by Suwannee Presbytery, Mr. Rey- 
nolds has faithfully served the Presbyterian Church. 


He is a graduate of DePauw University, Green 
Castle, Ind., and DePauw School of Theology, 
having graduated in 1900. He was ordained to the 
Gospel Ministry in 1901. 


In 1922 he moved to the Southland and served 
most acceptably in Suwannee Presbytery. He has 
been pastor of the churches at Archer, Dunnellon, 
the Murray Hill Presbyterian Church in Jackson- 
— — the Presbyterian Church in Wildwood, 

orida. 


We are happy to announce that Mr. Reynolds 
since retiring is making his home at 9762 Arnold 
Avenue, in Southside Estates, Jacksonville. 


Augusta Presbytery 


The Fall Stated meeting of Augusta Presbytery 
was held in the Lincolnton Presbyterian Church on 
October 14, 1947, convening at 9:00 A.M. 


The retiring Moderator, The Reverend Herman 
E. Dillard pastor of Greene Street Presbyterian 
Church of Augusta introduced the Rev. Wm. T. 
Muleey, returned missionary from the Belgian 
Congo, who delivered the opening address of the 
meeting of Presbytery. 


The Rev. William N. Bashaw, pastor of the 
Greensboro field was elected Moderator. Sixteen 
and fourteen ministers were 
enro ° 


The Communion service was conducted by the 
two returned missionaries present, The Rev. John 
Morrison and Rev. Wm. T. Mulcey, assisted by se- 
lected elders. 


Dean E. C, Prince presented the purpose and 
plan for Presbyterian College Endowment Fund 
Campaign, reporting favorable as to progress made 
thus far and urging all churches to carry their 
part of the responsibility in raising their quotas in 
the $350,000.00 campaign. The report included 
information that many of the churches had already 
reached their quota, in spite of the fact that the 
campaign was no more than well started, thus en- 
Couraging others to increase their effort for this 
most worthv cause. 


The questions concerning the Federal Council, 
Church Union and Church Property, which were 
handed down to the yteries were not taken 


Up at this meeting, but an adjourned meeting of 


the Presbytery was called for 10:00 A.M., Decem- 


ber 2, 1947, to be held in the Reid Memorial — 


Charch in Augusta, Rev. M. M. Holtzel, Cary N. 
elsiger, III, and James B. were ap- 
Pointed on a steering committee to bring infor- 
mation, through whatever course they felt best, 
to the meeting of the Presbytery for the informa- 
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CATALOG SUPPLY COMPANY 


viewpoint of a practical businessman. At- 

tractive 8-page booklets will be supplied 

‘free of charge to pastors. Bible school 

teachers and other leaders who will agree 

to use them to promote tithing in their 

congregations, classes or groups. Write 
for sample copy today! 


THE KEYES FOUNDATION 


19 W. Flagler St. Miami, Florida 
PULPIT & CHOIR GOWNS 
— 
Lin — Fabries 


“4 cox SONS & VINING, Iac. 


13) East 23rd Street, New York 10 N.Y. 


Free to any evangelical Christian Minister, Sun- 
day School or Missionary Superintendent, one 
copy of “Take No Thought” for each fa in 
his congregation providing he will agree to give 
a talk on Tithing before distribution. Write 
gta number of leaflets desired to: Tither, 
417 South Hill Street, Los Angeles 13, Calif. 


PIPE ORGANS 


THe Marr & CoLtuns Cempany Inc. 
ORGAN BUILDERS 
Westons Mills, N. Y. 

“God Speaks To Man Through Geed Music” 


tion and instruction of the Presbytery on these 
most vital and important questions. 


J. B. Bradley, Stated Clerk. 


Missionary Sailings And 
Arrivals 
Sailing to Korea: Rev. S. Dwight Winn and Miss 
Emily Winn, from San Francisco, Calif., on the 
Ss. S. “C, G. Morton,” on October 27. 


Arrivals from Brazil: Rev, and Mrs. F. Sidney 
Anderson on account of Mrs. Anderson’s health, on 
October 20, by Pan-American Airways. 


From Africa: Miss Florence Lewis, on October 
28, by Pan-American Airways. —H.K.T. 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


THREE CHRISTIAN CLASSICS 


The Suffering Saviour. By F, W. Krummacher. 
Published by The Moody Press, 153 Institute Place, 
Chicago 10, Ill. Price $3.50. 


Memoirs of McCheyne. Edited by Andrew A. 
Bonar. Price $3.50. 


The Confessions of St. Augustine. Edited by 
David Otis Fuller. Published by Zondervan Pub- 
lishing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.50. 


Krummacher was born in the last decade of the 
Eighteenth Century. This was an era of worldliness 
and noted for its lack of spiritual power. It was 
also a period of unbelief. It was considered a finer 
thing to be a skeptic than a Christian enthusiast. 
In spite of such an environment Krummacher ad- 
hered to the Reformed conception of the truth. He 
carried the banner of Reformed truth aloft in this 
age of rationalism. Although he studied at several 
universities under rationalistic teachers, God’s 
grace protected him from their sterile unbelief. He 
became one of Germany’s greatest pulpit orators 
of the century. What is of more importance, he 
fought throughout his life for such essential doc- 
trines as the Divine authorship of the Scriptures, 
and the Substitutionary death of Christ. 


“The Suffering Saviour’ came from the latter 
period of his life. It represents his best thought. 
This present edition contains fifty-three meditations 
which follow each other in historical order. The 
book is divided into three major sections: 


1. The Outer Court. 
2. The Holy Place. 
3. The Most Holy Place. 


Dr. Wilbur Smith is the editor of this series and 
in writing of the great works on the Atonement of 
Christ he affirmed that he believed that as a devo- 
tional interpretation of the episodes which cluster 
about the last hours of Christ during Holy Week, 
“that the greatest single volume written during 
the entire Nineteenth Century is ‘The Suffering 
Saviour,’ by Friedrich Wilhelm Krummacher.” 
This appraisal coincides with Dr. E. C, Dargon’s 
view, who wrote: “Here in this volume Krum- 
macher is at his best. The firmness of his faith in 
the Atonement of Christ, the depth of his feeling, 
the richness of his imagination, the power of his 
appeal, the clearness and popularity of his style, 
and chiefly the warmth and force of his eloquence 
are all in full evidence.”’ 


Any reader of this classic will be reminded 
afresh of the marvels of God’s grace as well as 
the heinousness of human sin. These meditations 
are sound, They give prominence to such impor- 
tant doctrines as predestination, and the vicarious 
character of the death of Christ. This is indeed a 
beautiful and inspiring book and we trust that this 
classic will find its way in the homes of our Sou- 
thern Presbyterian Church. 


“The Memoirs of McCheyne” is another beloved 
classic that merited a fresh reprint. This volume 
includes biographical material as well as Mc- 
Cheyne’s letters and messages, 


This book was first published in 1844 and within 
twenty-five years was in its 116th English edition. 
Its circulation in England and America was phe- 
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nomenal. In spite of this fact many have been un- 
able to obtain this volume for a number of years, 


Robert. Murray McCheyne was born in Edinburgh 
on May 21, 1813. He lived for only twenty-nine 
years on this earth but his influence continues to 
bless our souls. This servant of God will always be 
known as, The Saintly McCheyne.” Although Me- 
Cheyne was recognized for his brilliance of intel- 
lect he is esteemed primarily because of the holi- 
ness of his character. McCheyne was an exegetical] 
preacher and had profound respect for the exact 
language of the written Word of God. When Dr, 
Thomas Chalmers heard of the simple way in which 
he and a few of his closest friends were taking 


the-Word of God he said: “‘I like these literalities,” 


McCheyne lived exclusively for the glory of his 
Saviour. The secret of his life may be found in 
his statement: “I see a man cannot be a faithful 
minister until he preaches Christ for Christ’s sake; 
until he gives up striving to attract people to hin- 
self- and seeks only to attract them to Christ.” He 
felt that the highest duty of a servant of Christ 
was to be “just an interpreter of Scripture.” 


: a 
We concur in Dr. Samuel Miller’s statement: 
“Such a spirit ought to be studied deeply and re- 
commended as widely as possible ... Surely the 
contemplation of such a portrait as that presented 
in this ‘Memoir’ ought to fill us with humiliation 
and shame.”’ 


‘The Confessions of St. Augustine” has become 
a classic not. only because the book was written by 
the brightest genius of his day, but also because 
its author. was one who had a marvelous experi- 
ence of redeeming grace. This book was written in 
praise to our Redeemer. “Thou movest us to de- 
light in praising’ Thee; for Thou hast formed us 
for Thyself; and our heart is restless until it rests 
in Thee.” This book has been a veritable casket. of 
jewels to the best of Christian preachers. Spurgeon 
once said that this is the quarry from which nearly 
every preacher of note has dug. The Roman Cath- 
olic pulpit drew so heavily upon Augustine that a 
Spanish proverb has it: “‘A sérmon without Augus- 
tine is as a stew without bacon.” , 


Most of what we know of Augustine’s life comes 
from his “Confessions.” This book discloses the 
pilgrimage of a soul, It puts us into touch with an 
inexhaustible and dynamic personality that had. the 
faculty to express what it experienced. Anyone de- 
siring to learn the art of spiritual diagnosis should 
read and reread this classic. = = §|. —J.RR. 


HEBREWS VERSE BY VERSE 
By William R. Newell. Published by the Moody 
Press, 153 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. Price $2.50. 


“The object of Hebrews is to’ set forth Christ | 


above angels—their Creator, indeed; above Moses 
—as Son, not servant; above Abraham—who pal 
tithes to Melchizedek; Christ, not connected 


Aaron; of wholly different order for eartily 


Tabernacle, priesthood, sacrifices are done away 1 
Hebrews; no priest on earth, but Christ our grea 
High Priest at God’s right hand in Heaven itself— 
Who ever liveth to make intercession for le 
Having stated the great object of Hebrews whit, 
is to set Christ before believer’s eyes Dr. Newé 
gives a verse by verse exposition of the entre 
e. 


Dec. 1, 1947 
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This commentary is written from the conservative 
oint of view and contains a valuable amount of 
material for Bible teachers or preachers. The author 
expounds this Epistle on the basis of a literal ar- 
rangement of the order of the Greek words. He is 
a capable Greek student but does not take for 
granted that all of his readers will understand 
Greek. 


The author has sought to illuminate obscure 


passages, but he adds many helpful comments to 
familiar ones. For example, in the eleventh chapter 
he remarks, “‘Hoping for something is not faith. 
Faith says, ‘I have it.’ Things not seen show there 
ig no consulting of human faculties or ‘feelings.’ 
The ark is the test of faith. When Noah entered the 
ark there was the same conviction of the fact of 
the coming flood that he had during the years of 
building the ark. God had spoken! That was all 
that was before his mind. He never looked at the 


sky. Faith is a conviction of things when they are 


not seen! a giving-substance-to things hoped for.” 
There is an appendix to this splendid volume in 


which the author appeals to the Christian to be- 


ware lest he cast away the great and mighty sus- 
taining hope of our Lord’s return. . 


The author spends very little time upon the 
critical aspects of this letter but in another ap- 
pendix he states his belief in the Pauline author- 
ship. He bases his belief largely in II — 


= 


BY UNKNOWN WAYS | 


By W. G. Branch. Published by The West- 
minster Press, Philadelphia, Pa. Price $1.50. — 7 


Dr. Branch is an English minister of wide ex- 
perience. For over forty years he has served in 
the Midlands of England. He wrote this book for 
the comfort, hope and courage of needy souls. 
There are twenty chapters and all devoted to the 
proposition that God’s redeeming grace is adequate 
for every need. 


The chapter headings indicate the interesting 
subjects discussed. Some of the better ones are: 
“The Full Life In The Narrow Way”; “If Only I 
Were Someone Else’; “Shut In But Not Shut 
Out’; “The Handicap Of Tomorrow.” 


The author does not pretend to be able to ex- 
plain all the mysteries of life, but he encourages 
Christians to trust God where we do not under- 
stand, and with the assurance that in the morning 
we “shall know even as also we are known.” 


Undoubtedly these stories of valiant souls who 
surmounted their barriers and overcame their 


handicaps will inspire others to “rejoice in hope” 


and “be patient in tribulation.” 
_—John R. Richardson. 


Christmas Stories. By Theresa Worman. Pub- 
lished by The Moody Press, 153 Institute Place, 


Chicago 10, Ill. Price 50 cents. Ten Christmas 
stories for children :characterized :by‘a'vivid ‘im- 
-48mation. and reverence for Scripture. Well adapt- 
ed to junior. boys and girls. The author is Director 
of Children’s Work. on. Chicago’s Radio Stations 
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A Star Is Born. By Kenneth G. Phifer. Publish- 
ed by The John Knox Press, Box 1176, Richmond 
, Va, Price 50 cents. 

. Comfort And Hope. By Edwin L. Wilson. Pub- 
ished by The Concordia Publishing House, 3558 
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SEVENTY -FOURTH ANNUAL VOLUME 


PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES 
| By Wilbur M. Smith 


A Commentary On The International Bible 
Lessons For Christian Teaching 


Uniform Series 1948 - Cycle 1945-50 


Adapted for the use of pastors and teachers 
of all grades and containing the greatest 
wealth of practical help, so compiled that it 
can be easily and effectively used. : 


The volume contains colored maps, three- 
color full-page reproductions of famous paint- 
ings in the colors of the originals, illustra- 
tions from the famous artists’ conceptions of 
the text, quoted illustrations from the fore- 
most Biblical scholars, with references from 
the broadest field of literature. It is complete 
in every respect, meets the needs of every re- 
ligious worker, and is a stimulating power to | 
| guide and direct. 


Price $2.50 Postpaid 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville ... North Carolina | 


South Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. Price 5 
cents. A small booklet on daily devotions published 
by the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri. 


The Christmas Story In Pictures, By W. F. Beck. 
Published by The Concordia Publishing House, 
3558 South Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. Price 
30 cents. Bible stories in pictures illustrating the 
Nativity. 


The Birthday Of Baby Jesus. By A. W. Gross. 
Published by The Concordia Publishing House, 
3558 South Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. Price 
25 cents. A good booklet for primary children. — 


Walking With Jesus. Prepared by Arthur L. Mil- 
ler. Published by The Concordia Publishing House, 
3558 South Jefferson Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. Price 
7 cents. A rally-day service with parts for various 


- departments of the Sunday School, 


Crossword Puzzles On The Parables Of Jesus. 
By Opal Rose Meyers. Published by The Van Kam- 
pen Press, 542 South Dearborn Street, Chicago 5, 
Ill. Price 50 cents. The puzzles in this book cover 
fourteen parables which Jesus told. Before each 
puzzle is found the Scripture to read in order to 
solve the puzzle on that page, 

The Sufferings Of The Saints. By Douglas M. 
White. Published by The Moody Press, 153 Insti- 
tute Place, Chicago, Ill. Price 75 cents. A devo- 
tional book on how to pass through suffering and 


- the outcome of suffering when Christ rules in the 


heart. 


—_ 


You may send your book orders to The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal Company, Weaverville, N. C. 
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